Notes for IS271 Survey Human Subjects Protocol

The kind of information that the Human Subjects Committee is interested in:

Who will you test? Are you recruiting any special kind of people? Are you excluding any kind of people? (Answer for all the survey groups is simple: We will test anyone who responds to our notices, provided they have some familiarity with computers and Internet)

How will you recruit them? (Answer: Either go through a survey company, which has lists of people who have agreed to participate in surveys, or through email lists) In either case, the important thing is that we will not collect any personalized information from them in that can identify them. 

What the CPHS wants to see is that you have some sort of a consent incorporated into your recruitment procedure. Basically a consent form that says that this research is conducted by a group of UC Berkeley students and faculty; you are free to decide to withdraw at any time; there will be no penalty to you for withdrawl; your information will not be personally identified.

Use the email recruitment that I have. Change it a little bit to suit your study.

How will you test them: online / offline questions, in the context of any technological artifacts?

What questions will you ask?

Are any questions personal / likely to be of sensitive nature?

Will you recontact them (i.e., will you have identifying information which you can link to them. All of our studies are one shot and we are not following up.)

