Design

Question:  Can there be many to many relationships in their ER diagram?
Answer:  Yes, in fact I [Larson] would be surprised if there weren't any.  However, most of these should be expressed with an "linking entity" so that it naturally maps to three relations in the logical design.

Question:  Do we need to list all of the attributes for each entity?   
Answer:  Yes, but this can (or should) be in the form of the "data dictionary" and need not be in the ER diagram.

Question:  Can a primary key also be a foreign key to another table?

Answer:  Yes.  Just make sure that the reference from the referenced field to the referring field(s) only goes one direction.
General

Question:  How many people are allowed in a group?  Can we have a group of six?
Answer: The project results should reflect the work of all of the participants. (I.e. a database from a group of 6 should show about 6 times as much work and effort as one from a single person).

Question:  Does each group just turn in one copy of their work?
Answer:  Yes, with all of the participants’ names on the assignment.
Question:  I am not a SIMS student.  Can I request an account so I may work in the SIMS lab?

Answer:  Normally we request that you do the PC-based work (access) on your own machine or in one of the public computer labs.  Exceptions can be made for special hardship cases. 

