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Heuristic Evaluation for Web UI Design Patterns Project
Note: I am following the Usability Heuristics by Jakob Nielen in chapter 5 of his Usability Engineering book.
1. [H2 Speak the Users’ Language] (Severity 3)
While adding a comment with the HTML source code for the Google navigation tab for the Navigation Tabs pattern, the Comments and Code section shows the end result of how the content would look like if the source code is interpreted by the browser. In this case, it shows the actual Google navigation tab.  This does not seem to be very intuitive.

However, it seems to me that it is your intention to display the pattern source code to the user, but it is the current technical implementation that is hindering the display of the actual source code when the user enters it into the form.
2. H1 Simple and Natural Dialogue (Severity 3)

This comment is directly related to the one above. Usually a web programmer would want to be able to easily copy and paste the source code for a web pattern that they want to use for their project. So it would be very useful if the “Comments and Code” section of your page shows the actual source code rather than the interpreted code when a piece of code has been contributed. 
3. H1 Simple and Natural Dialogue (Severity 2)

It would seems to be more clear if under the Add Comments section, the checkbox and the text “Contains Code?” are on the same line.

4. H1 Simple and Natural Dialogue (Severity 2)

For the “Recent Comment” section on the home page, it would be better if the user can click on the preview of the recent comment to view the complete comment.


5. H4 Consistency (Severity 2)
The user’s comment and pattern’s code section header text needs to be consistent, current, it is written in two different ways: “User Comments & Code” on the right comment overview section, but on the main page, the heading title is “Comments and Code”.

6. H4 Consistency (Severity 2.5)

It would be better if the link names and their ordering for the Web Pattern summery page on the right can match up with the pattern subheading titles. For now, it seems solution and rationale corresponds to the subheadings on “Used When”, and “Solution”, but it is kind of confusing.

7. H4 Consistency (Severity 2)

Under the “Add a Comment” section, since all the input fields label ends with colon “:” except “Your Comment”, it seems to make more sense for this label to end with colon as well.
8. H5 Feedback (Severity 2)
This is a minor usability problem: when the user clicks on a design pattern on the navigation bar, the link itself does not provide any visual cue that the page associated to it is been displayed in the main content section.

9. H8 Good Error Messages (Severity 3)
I tried to add a comment that contains an apostrophe in the content, and the message I got back is “You have an error in your SQL syntax; check the manual that corresponds to your MySQL server version for the right syntax to use near 'm Feeling Lucky" name=btnI>&n' at line 1”. This error message is too technical for the users who do not have mych programming background and know MYSQL. If this is just a feature that you have not implement yet, then please dismiss my comment.
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