Interview 3 Notes

Date: February 13, 2004

Interview with Valerie Shah, Director of Business Development, Schools Online

General Job Description
· Fundraising for a non-profit that develops programs for bringing computers to schools  in developing nations

· Works 9-5

· Begins day by checking email, voicemail, calendar

· Tasks

· Grant writing

· Fundraising

· Event coordinator

Goals

· Raise funds and negotiate equipment donations
· Further the mission of Schools Online
Techniques used to achieve goals

· Researching potential funding sources:

· Foundation Directory (subscription database)

· websites like IEARN – project clearinghouse

· Journals (Philanthropy Journal) 

· contacting other non-profits, calling, letters

· Works with companies, (Cisco, HP, Compaq) for equipment donations

· Contact funding sources: World Bank, Individuals (Silicon Valley millionaires), Ford Foundation

Other notes:

· Project-based work, multiple projects, wears multiple hats, so not just fundraising, but also some program management, 

· Identify potential funding sources: Specialized, only 1% of sources fund overseas projects

· Use online sources 

· to make “first cut”, then follow up with calls, letters

· see what other projects have been funded

· Not really focused on research into project results, that is more the domain of Region Program Managers

