MaNIS Interview Questions

February 11, 2004.  Interviewer: Rebecca Shapley, via phone.

General Questions

1. Name:  Al Janulaw

2. Title: Half-time teacher consultant for the UCMP’s  evolution.Berkeley.edu website team. Before retirement, taught at the 4-8th  grade level. 

3. What is your comfort level/experience with computers? 

I’m an ordinary computer user – can edit & e-mail & web-surf, but have avoided understanding exactly what the computer folks do. Have been involved in testing & critiquing the evolution.Berkeley.edu website…giving feedback like, “I don’t get this, so others won’t..”

Needs Assessment Questions

4. What are your major responsibilities?/What is the evolution.Berkeley.edu website?
self-study course in evolution; tips for teaching evolution in classroom, avoiding pitfalls…the nature of science – what it really is! Lines of evidence for evolution – team of teachers as consultants on it…I am one of those. Half-time. teacher at various points in career – now retired.  Curriculum development…activities to teach evolutionary concepts from k thru infinity…a living document!!  Life Thru Time guide differs with the focus on giving kids a picture of the history – teachers get one package…the site emphasizes mechanisms, evolutionary processes.

5. How long have you been using MaNIS?  How frequently do you use it?

I took a look at MaNIS for about 5 minutes – MQ: what did you think of it?   - It seems like I can go to a whole lot of sites that have stuff, like skulls & stuff, and I can see where they are, and how many they have, and I might find an institution I could go to – I could tap in Coyote & see a list of places that have it …also Canidae…  My area of knowledge is elementary & middle school – didn’t jump out at me that there would be a use for this for kids at this age – unless it could go beyond what I saw - & access pictures of these specimens? Might be able to imagine some use. Just a list of what people have… I’m at a loss for how this would be useful.. I see you can search by geographical location… maybe there’s something there..?

MQ: how about if you could view the search results as dots on a map?  A: maybe it would give there some possibility of use…someone would need to be able to write lesson plans. This is about recent mammals or fossils?? I didn’t get that…With the dots I could see some high-school developer or maybe middle school coming up with something where the kids could examine how the distribution of coyotes have changed over time, and weaving it into what effect have people had, and so on – about patterns, right?   With foxes & bison, or whatever.   MQ: some guidance as to which animals have interesting patterns to see? A: yes, absolutely, that’d be great – a button that says “potential interest for kids”  and then a teacher could see something …a teacher place, here are some possible ways you could use this information – eg the distribution of the grey fox has changed over the last 5000 years, take a look at how this has changed – do you have that type of data in there? -  here’s how you might use this with  your kids…progress of white man across the continent 2 & how that correlates…the specimens do have the location – kids could take a specimen & map it on…the clicks might help keep kids awake…

Really neat: click on 1500 AD, now click on it for 2000 & see what the difference is. 

MQ: any interest in  smaller animals?  A: if the kids are going to see a pattern, that’s cool. Or no pattern compared to one that has a pattern – the no-pattern critters don’t seem to care about the changes man has brought…  if they’ve never heard of it, you need to give them background information – even for the larger animals…lesson plans are key here. Maybe some reading materials for the kids here. (Teachers shouldn’t be searching for the examples). Maps are printable for studying, teacher can make an overhead….teachers are busy people!! Go to our site – print it out, & do it. Really make it complete or it doesn’t do them a lot of good!

MQ: How long would teachers spend on it?  Does this fit into the curriculum in any particular way?  

A: this fits in via environmental ed as I see it – also methods of science – the way scientists take data & try to figure things out. This is available nationally, right? Not just CA.  Anyone can use it. So I think plenty of teachers who want to look at the environmental thing or how science works will want to use this if its really convenient. 2-3 class periods – that type of range.    Hard copy stuff. 

MQ: would teachers/ students need/have time for any training on how it works? Would there need to be a tutorial printout?  What requirements around the learning curve? 

A: I looked at it for 5  minutes – If you think I pretty much figured it out, then it’s not too hard - I’m the average computer-using teacher [interviewers’ note – I doubt “average”!] – as far as understanding the site, that’s not a problem, although it has a kind of esoteric professional look to it. It looks like its for people with PhDs to find stuff to study. Yea, a little tutorial, but I don’t think it takes a whole lot. A tutorial, handy hints for  would be fine.  I think the students would talk the teacher through it!

MQ: any thoughts on using common vs. scientific names for searching?? 

A: searchable by both would be nice. There’s not a lot of problem with common names, except for like buffalo – common names are pretty consistent – I know PhD people don’t have a lot of use for common names, but if you going to expand it to common use it would be nice.  On the other hand, the lesson could provide the transition in the information about the animal: here’s common name, you need to search by scientific name – that wouldn’t be bad b/c that would be good for the students to experience the scientific name. 

MQ: does the teacher understand/get into the difference between mapping populations & mapping specific places that specimens have been collected from? 

A: would be great to have access to both specimen maps & distribution maps!! “they all live in chaparral, we’ve only found bones here but chaparral was there so we think it was there…”   But – the important thing, is can you show the changes over time?  The inferred distribution & the specimens both is cool, and habitat maps… on computer, or layered transparencies…if teachers can print out those individual layers & use them on the overhead… there are times it’s really hard to use computers with kids – might have only 3 computers in the lab…

MQ: When you looked at the MaNIS interface, was there any thing you stumbled over, found awkward?

Initial look of the search  - I had to stop & think, bumble around a bit, oh that’s what its supposed to be! Menu says this – what is that mean? Oh I see – better once I opened things. Once it drops down.  I don’t know if there’s any way to make tings easier. I don’t know if it’s so bad to have to figure things out…

Up at the top – there was a list of museums or what ever – it took me a couple of tries to …I clicked all of them, that was easy to do – the clear them all button was great, I could clear them & try some other place.  Thinking “what’s wrong” is what we do all the time for our website.  It has the look of something for prof & resources – you got it!   Check out our website for the contrast. A different audience. I don’t think secondary teachers will be bothered by your current interface look. We were targeting k-12, so we wanted it to be warm & fuzzy. The home page is pretty stark – might want to be more welcoming if going for a broader audience.
6. What do you do when things go wrong? e.g. stuck, incorrect results
7. Anything else you’d like to add?
I recommend you talk to Judy – she & I have a similar background in teaching, but we see things very differently sometimes – she could give you something to chew on. I don’t think she’d disagree with me on the lesson idea, but perhaps other stuff. And she’s good with this website stuff, too.

