Name: Jim Patton

Title: Curator of Museum of Mammals (equivalent to professorial position in Berkeley)

Computer Experience: Spend 15 hours a day on the Computer mostly e-mailing

Responsibilities:

· Catalog new, freshly-obtained specimens

· Identification of specimens

· Maintain database collection, keep updated data
· Print out labels, number bones

· Putting specimens away for storage

· Attend to loan requests (ship 5-10K specimens per year)

· Host visits of anyone who comes to look at collection, putting staff together for it

· Supervise other personnel related to collections

Additional Info on MaNIS:
· MaNIS is a portal
· Currently has 12 collections on line, ½ dozen to go

· 6 collection found out about MaNIS and added themselves at no cost to MaNIS

· part of grant is to provide capability to view maps with geographic location of specimens

· forsees use of MaNIS by regional planners, federal agencies, environmental planning (find out about species before building roads)

· MaNIS-in-a-box will be downloaded by any institution with data can add themselves to the MaNIS portal 

· Specimens from collections are required to have specific terms (kingdom, phylum, class, etc.) but collections may also have specific fields that are not in others; even if 2 fields are named the same, the semantics may be different between collections

· in future, might integrate with Mammal Species of the World as data dictionary; users can start with the dictionary and select fields to feed to MaNIS

Non-Use of MaNIS:

· when responding to inquiries about MVZ collection, he uses the web interface to his collection and not MaNIS

· he is comfortable with it

· proud that it was the first collection to be fully computerized and first web-available collection of its kind & size

Use of MaNIS:

· allows him to access to same info simultaneously across all DBs collections around the world from a single portal
· as an active researcher, he goes to different museums and has to plan how long to stay at sites; in past need to write to curator who would dig through files or ask people to find out what specimens are available and how many; with portal, Jim has information at his fingertips; values SPEED

· uses info to download localities, make maps, find out what specimens to look at, confirm identification
· if wanting to visit other sites, might download spreadsheet of data to send to curator

Frequency of Use:

· short window of intense activity while researching something (15 minutes) about 2x a year
Likes MaNIS because:
· speed it affords by having many collections available in one portal
· increases monies for similar types of projects

Demo:

· wants to download records for a specimen for a particular geographic area

· first will get a geography count of species in each DB so that query will not take forever to come back; LA DB could have 1700 species; count will help him specify queries in the second pass
· second pass will specify the “query condition” that will limit the search; may limit the collection search  by geography, subspecies; may try to be more specific about details of the species; will often do it on a per DB basis for a more manageable results set instead of an aggregation of DBs
· will very rarely specify record count because he has pre-researched the size of result sets by doing the “count”

· clicks download button; xml error message appears; clicks source; is allowed to save file as txt
· opens txt file in excel; delete extra/unwanted fields; map specimen locations; adds more data to complete his activities
Unmet Needs:
· routing that can be mapped; distribution maps segregated by collections; currently spend time generating maps by hand

· provide instructions on how to do search; other users not well-versed in large data collection searching may not know to do a “count” of species first; may go directly to querying and will end up not getting any results back due to timeouts
· extremely cumbersome way of specifying “query conditions”; kept forgetting to select the boolean operator “and”; application kept complaining about how he incorrectly specified a specific operand but it was difficult for him to tell which one; prefers current interface of MVZ
· other users who want to specify many “query conditions” will have to specify many operands and operators

· text typing can be problematic

· “view structure” displaying xml schema has extra info he’s not interested in; useful to know what fields are but in a more readable format

· some collections will only return 1000 records at a time no matter what your query conditions are; it is not intuitive; LA DB may have 1700 specimens but only return 1000; next query may return remaining 700 or may not

· prefers to delete fields in excel even if app allows specification of fields to retrieve

· prefers to re-order columns in excel even if app allows reordering of fields
Other Tools: excel used extensively as destination of records; deletes extra columns; sorting; re-ordering columns; all data manipulation
Learned App: by using it; no formal training
When Problems Occur: call developer (John W.)

