Dale McCollough
Professor of Wildlife Biology

Computer Experience:
· Uses it a lot for e-mail

· Uses it for internet research

· Uses technology like GPS telemetry that automatically downloads information for data analysis
Responsibilities:
· Teaching
· Research

· Service

· Work with federal, state, non-governmental organizations, foreign countries; offer expertise to better policies & management
· Works with large mammals both carnivores and herbivores

· Can take paid consultancy and brings into his teaching his professional experience

· Conservationist/ecologist
Additional Info:
· Works primarily in Asia and California
· Does not help policy makers in terms of building roads; this is not a significant enough challenge; will refer policy makers to consulting companies  instead that do inventory & impact; too mundane
· Wants more challenging research ; more research oriented and less services oriented
· Tries to share expertise but doesn’t take a political stand; compromises his standing as an objective observer; avoids conflict of interest

· Will only advise advocacy groups

· Doesn’t work much in taxonomy and systematics

Core Research:
· Deer genetics, when, where, how they spread

· Has bearing on taxonomy and systematics; can straighten out current misunderstandings

· Can result in revision of current taxonomy

· Tracing of specimens

· Example:  studying deer in China which has wide distribution; pretty connected geographically; there are 3 isolated groups; wants to get samples; look at genetics; might help to find specimens from intervening areas for isolated groups; if some specimens could have been collected in the intervening areas from 1614, would extract DNA from skulls or teeth; this would help reconstruct what original distribution looked like before the isolation happened; might be directed by evidence to specific localities, specific time periods and try to fill in missing pieces
Difficulties of Research:
· China, all documentation in Chinese

· Hard if not impossible to get samples/ missing links; everything is by word of mouth
· Many are not cataloged properly, in remote/obscure locations

· Needs DNA specimens that are not to be found in current museums

· Needs to go to smaller not so well curated museums in non-English speaking countries

· big language gap

MaNIS Demo:
· website is not big breakthrough for what he needs; doesn’t think MaNIS would help him find the obscure info he needs which are mostly not cataloged well

· researchers have very specific questions that they want to answer; needs are different from museum people

· tried to “view taxonomic index”

· tried clicking on “custom list” but it was disabled (had to select radio button first)
