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Debbie is passionate about collections. As a child, she loved to visit 

museums, but also the houses of older people, and libraries. As she 

poured over collections of all types, she loved to figure out what 

messages they had for her from the past.  In high school, she had a 

wonderful biology teacher. As a result, Debbie took the PreMed track in 

college at University of Michigan. During her first two summers she 

worked in a hospital, but after her Junior year abroad in London, she 

decided she preferred more static biological collections!

Debbie got a PhD in the systematics of South American marsupials from 

UC Berkeley, and worked as GSR in the Museum of Vertebrate Zoology. She 

did a post-doc at the Smithsonian, and soon took position as curatorial 

assistant at Hunt University.  She was promoted to Curator when the 

previous mammal curator had a stroke and was forced to retire.

Now she responds to requests about the content of the collection, 

decides upon & arranges loans, supervises GSR's working on intake of 

specimens to the collection, and welcomes researchers who come to visit 

the collection for a bit of work. She also conceives of, seeks funding 

for, and supervises projects to improve the quality and accessibility 

of the collection, including most recently undertaking to get all the 

specimens in a database and georeference the locality information. 

She's constantly struggling to do a lot with very little funding and 

staff, but she and the other curators of the other collections can get 

pretty clever, and generally keep things ticking over well. She also 

enjoys working with the other researchers and ensuring the collection 

is supporting their projects. While the need for such collections 

seemed to be taken for granted during her predecessor's time, Debbie 

finds her tenure as Curator has focused on how to continually 

articulate and advertise the importance of the mammal collection.

She's 37, with curly brown hair kept pinned away from her face, an 

demonstrates a calm enthusiasm for her work and the beasties. Her 

partner is an academic at a nearby university, so they both have a 

mutual understanding of the need for long days.  Debbie walks to the 

museum every day to get her exercise in. She tends to wear comfortable 

shoes ( good for walking and standing over counters while working with 

the collection) and 50's style tailored skirts and blouses or dresses, 

now that fieldwork no longer shapes her clothing needs.

