Questionnaire- Answers to open-ended questions

Question 3- Please list any other topics or areas of interest you would like to see on a SIMs student discussion site.

Advice for new students.  Way for graduates to stay in touch.

I am most interested in academic topics- it would be great to be able to look back at some of the emails that go out to a course mailing list, etc.

Insight from previous classes about instructor’s approach to class (maybe keep some info private, for students only).

Fundraising.  Career support.

Question 3- Are there topics or discussion that students currently use mailing lists for that you would prefer to see on a student discussion site?

Tips@sims.

Tips@sims- postings sometimes go offline even though everyone could benefit from discussion and archive.

Discriminating between “Fun” and “BS” and “Important”.

Questions.  Course Discussion.  Exchanging diary.

Complaints, sandbox (and other special interest lists).  Maybe jobs emails.  Almost everything that isn’t urgent.

Question 6- If you have used a web-based bulletin board or discussion site before, please answer the following:

What did you like most about using the system(s)?
URL.

Anonymous and effective, done on my own time, no constraints.

The ability to search, find specific threads that interest me.

Having a good search interface for archives- having clear focus for group.  Having guest moderator on discussion list where you can pick expert’s brain.

Asynchronous.  Searchable- access to remote archive.  Threaded/grouped.  Don’t clutter my mailbox requiring lots of mail filters.

Everyone can read the messages and give ideas.

Easy to join a thread.

Accessible from “any” computer.  Can get notified by email if I receive an answer.

What did you like least about using the system(s)?

Unfriendly user interface.  Too long response time.

Too many responses, time involved making arrangements.  Once you post, everyone can see it (slight drawback, not a big deal).

I have to remember to go use them.  Sometimes I’m not sure if I’ve seen everything I need.  That’s why I’m on mailing lists.

Different levels of users- discussions that stray off topic.  Poor navigation system to follow threads.

Have to remember to check them.  Can’t save items or re-categorize them according to my own purposes or ideas.

Rarely get answers.

Slows, ? to limit display to new topics.  Can’t “subscribe” to interesting topics.
