
ReadingTree Permission Slip

Amity Zeh -- amityz@sims.berkeley.edu, 510-271-7899

Kirsten Swearingen -- kirstens@sims.berkeley.edu, 510-333-7919

We are conducting a research study to design ReadingTree.org, a new website for kids who love to read.  At ReadingTree you will be able to meet other kids, chat about books, and even get suggestions for books that you might enjoy. But since the website is for kids, we want to hear from kids like you about how we can make it even better -- more fun and easier to use.  

ReadingTree is being developed and researched by us -- Kirsten Swearingen and Amity Zeh. We’re graduate students in the School of Information Management & Systems at the University of California at Berkeley.  We need to conduct this research project to earn our Master’s Degrees.  

If you decide to participate in our study, here’s what will happen.

1. Bring back this permission slip with your own signature and your parent’s or guardian’s signature on it, and drop it in the box marked “ReadingTree Project” in the Children’s Room of the library. 

2. We’ll arrange a time with you and your parents when you can use ReadingTree.  We expect the whole session will take between 45 minutes and 1 hour.

3. When we first sit down together, we will go over what the project is about and what will happen during the study.  

4. One of us will ask you some questions about your computer use and your reading activities. This should take about 5 minutes.

5. Then we’ll ask you to do some activities on ReadingTree. One of us will be taking notes on what you think about it, and how easy it is for you to use. We hope that this will be fun for you.  This part will take about 30 minutes.

6. When you’ve finished the activities, we’ll ask a few questions about what you liked and didn’t like.  This will take about 10 minutes.

7. We will give you a small ReadingTree souvenir to thank you for your help.

8. We will redesign ReadingTree based in part on what you tell us. 

The only risks of participating in this study is that you might feel embarrassed if we told anyone what you thought about ReadingTree, or if you find ReadingTree hard to use. We will keep anything you say to us completely private. We won’t identify you by name in any of our reports. We also won’t report anything you say or do during the study to your parents, teacher or librarian. 

You can benefit from participating in our study by helping to improve something that you and other kids may use later, and have fun with! 

Taking part in this research study in completely up to you. You don’t have to take part. If you do decide to take part and you want to stop partway through for any reason, you may also do so. Whether or not you participate will not affect your status or your grades at your class or school. 

If you have any questions about ReadingTree, or this research study, you can call us or email us at the numbers above. If you and your parent or guardian agree that you would like to participate in this study, please drop a signed copy of 

this form in the ReadingTree box in your library. Be sure to complete the attached “Research Scheduling” form too.  We will arrange times to meet with interested kids between April 1 and April 30. 

I have read this form and agree to take part in the research.

Child’s signature: _______________________________________ Date ________

I have read this form and agree to have my child take part in the research.

Parent’s signature: ________________________________________ Date _______


