InfoSys 205
 Information Law and Policy
Spring, 2005
Larry Downes

Written Assignment #2
DUE:  March 17, 2005

This assignment tests your ability to decipher a complex legal test and then read it critically.  Attached is a copy of Judge Posner’s opinion in a recent case involving software contracts, Sutter Insurance Co. v. Applied Systems, Inc., 393 F.3d 722 (7th Cir. 2004).  Read it carefully.  Then write a three-page paper that follows this outline:
A. The transaction (1 page) – Summarize the facts leading up the dispute between the parties.  Include only details that are relevant to how the case was decided on appeal.

B. The opinion (1 page) – Summarize Judge Posner’s argument for vacating the decision of the district judge.  Of the many reasons Judge Posner gives to justify this result, which do you think are the most important to him?  What does he say that leads you to believe so?
C. Critical Interpretation (1 page) – In what ways has Judge Posner convinced you that the district judge was wrong?  In what ways are you left unconvinced or disagreeing with him?  For each, support your opinion with logical arguments that make explicit references to the text of the opinion, and give citations.
Notes:

1. The facts in the case are complicated.  Make sure you understand who is who and what happened before you start to write.

2. Please pay attention to spelling, grammar, punctuation, and other matters of look-and-feel.  If you are unsure, please refer to the references for writers on the course website and my memo regarding Assignment #1.
3. Please submit your papers in hardcopy in class on March 17, 2005 or before that to my mailbox.
