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Written Assignment #4

Last month, the U.S. Federal Trade Commission (FTC) issued a report on “Applications and Implications for Consumers” of radio-frequency identification technology (RFID).  The report is available at http://www.ftc.gov/os/2005/03/050308rfidrpt.pdf.    
Read the report carefully.

Then write a 10-12 page research paper analyzing the Commission staff’s discussion of the industry (self-regulatory), regulatory, and technological approaches to “addressing consumer privacy challenges” raised by RFID (Section V).  You may organize your paper in whatever way makes most sense to you, but at a minimum you must clearly address the following questions (roughly two pages each):

1. According to the report, what are the “consumer privacy challenges” raised by RFID?  Have they adequately defined these challenges?  If not, what is missing from the definition?  
2. Whether the definition is clear or not, does the Commission staff make a convincing case for “addressing” these challenges at all?  Why or why not?
3. Compare the industry, regulatory and technological approaches.  Which do you feel will be more effective in addressing the consumer privacy challenges, and why?  (Describe the pros and cons of all three categories.)

4. If you were engaged to advise the Commission staff on the most cost-effective next steps, what would you propose they do?
5. Review your paper for Assignment #1, especially your conclusion.  Has your view of information privacy changed based on any of the readings from the course?  Which readings have most challenged and/or validated your conclusion from Assignment #1?  

You are strongly encouraged to make use of reference material that supports your analysis.  You may use, for example, any of the readings in the course, the Appendices to the Commission’s RFID report, any of the sources cited by the Commission staff in the endnotes, or any other sources.  Needless to say, accurate citations to whatever sources you reference are important.  “Active reading” of all sources (including the report itself) is even more important—don’t cite a source as authoritative simply because it is published or on the Web.  When appropriate, challenge the authority of the source or compare different views of the same subject from different sources.
It is also a good idea to re-read my memos on Assignments #1 and #2.

As this is a research paper, it is worthwhile to refresh your memory on the U.C. Berkeley Student Code of Conduct with regard to avoiding plagiarism and doing your own work.   See http://students.berkeley.edu/uga/conduct.asp.  
I expect that the paper you turn in is one that was written entirely by yourself, that where you make use of outside material in either forming your ideas or in the words you include, you give proper citation or quotation marks as appropriate.  In order for me to evaluate both the content and the expression of your ideas, the paper you hand in must be your own work, written entirely in your own hand.

Due Date:  Tuesday, April 26, 2005.
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