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Veins of Resemblance: Photography and Eugenics

Davio Geeex

Not osdy was there the continued and
growth of exuting modes of phosography bee alwo
the raped peoliferancn of enorely sew apph

and uses of the phetographic image. U

the large sumber of improvemests and

I-nuyh.niomnw siatus of amaoesr photo-
s both & commmaday e and a5 & culieral

methods of abwervation asd analysis which were
adopeadent of the prejudices and imeress of the
abnerver and thas uscontamenated by the potes-
tial sebgecuiviam of Deory. Scemtific knowledge

and accumlason of empewally verifiabie rege-
laritien, the resils of & provess of divisteresiod
comtemplation in which the perceving sebject
Mn:‘mwum Fosrlar

m the peodection of knowledge ecowns free of

i
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of sowotiSc naturaliam, thar
mhwuwu
tramsorndmt of the comext i which it s uwd
becasse o sl it i the peadect of, aad mornded
10 serve, manipulative and peedictive mieresn.” In
akag knowiedge 1o be foremost ousrumestal and
normative @ s assemned that the status of sclennific
Enaseledige o o0t & maner of us relatiomabep 1 the
‘read” bt 10 e social conpest of s prodection,
rrans thar

parameters of gven osltwral and hasoncal cecsm-
stances. OF course, (s argument dors ot imply
that the presence of social nterests bearag wpon
the prodecton of Lnowledige represents any de-
valuation of its explanatory o technwal efficacy
mor hat sech inBucsces corrupt bowledige for
eapedient purposes. Sech reservatoms wosld only
pegeoduce the sasurabst asumpoon of the exis-
wnce of pure lacts antaisable through e proper
aad rigorowns methods of obwervascn and asalyvea.

mterests and thee comegaences
factors wichin the natwe of knowledge
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mast be dotingeished from the olgects
appeacance of the objects o whch they refer, thar
ielligitelity & represeatasions cansct be judged
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certan procodures, cotpetrnces and techmigues
oo imed Biiolgal gl of pankooi
B particelar

It » doubefal, however, o this type of amalyss
can be undertabes within the term of seference of
a comventioeal hivory of phetography. It s oot
mercly that the hintory of photography cxivs only
o a hwory of an art, and dercfoce accomarily
cxcludes o marpnalocs thoee moda of phoso.
w«mmumhmw
vach as analyss smplicely chalienges the very

notion that 3 “hatery of photography” b possibie
It follows from whar ban already been sad that
there can be oo wach vimgular identity 10 photo-
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Fig 2 Franetr Galon: Companiie portvaits of the frwish Thpe, 1800
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produced bt it s snrcasosable 90 sappane that
thewe can be resnieved and explicarnd Som the
photegraph iself, "Texssal' readings of phote
grapgha caanot Be excluded, bat it s necessary o
decentre the amsmed exorptionad stans of the
object ax the ultimate arbiter of meanag. In dhan,

Se modern social scences (e sociclogy, politcal
covnomy, social prychology asd asthropology) caa
be traced w0 the late cighncenth century, but Shew

became an estental comgonent of a professsmal
waddleochss  culare and econemy  whidh gave
ceganoational expeessan 0 the emerngng wenting
and social sates of the schentinn ® Tmphait in this
process of  imtinmonalianon  was the  pookes.

swiesces, of thor own dsmciive cawgones of
thoeght, their medhodalogin, their procedares and
olyects of analysis, 0 camesbed wihh the admni-
srative fanctoms of both cratral asd locad govern-
et agescies  whereby the Staee, afier 180
ol iy and rosposailaly, was abie o exiend
and wreaghen ity meam of social controd I we
wish 10 trace the rationale for the socid soences =

and domnation that they oagen-
dered ™ It s bere, 100, that we will discover the sae
of photegraphic reconds as & pervasive feature of
wimatific dacounum, seither incidental nor pens-
pheral o other discorsive forms but often occupry-
mg a role of peculiar emportance.

cotered the feld of the social
sciences a2 moment when the demand for modes
of empancal obscrvation and documentation, sad
tochregees of qeantitative messsrement  aoad
analais, were gppermost. The belief = the
olgectivity of the photegraphs process was the
peeroguiniie %o photography’s eventeal scces, bt
thes was ahwo dependent spon & series of dacarnsive
ard techoical tramfoemations which resubied from
A wngue comguecture of e saturdl and social
sciences. " AL a fandamental bevel thas svolved the
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T™he Portrails of many differenl persons wh
tvpe of features are here combined 1

Fig 1 Fom Frascu Gelwn, ‘Inpares e Nemen Fooslly and itr Devdlopmant
Repeoduced by courseny of Usiversity College, London
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Fig ¢ Francus Galvn: Compocitr pontaat of 4 orominal
v, 1% Reproduced by countesy of Universiny
Coliege, London

silyecing mental pricesaes 8o phivscal messcre-
mend and phrysical laws could be sosrrelated
with physsologrcal and ansteerscal evdence, =
oflered the minl complete sticntific moama
ascersam the typecal sasare of anry single race or
sockal group ™

The stady of cnminalay which rapedly emerged
A & major feld of siemnfic ivestgation = the
Lase [A00s and 1090y prowided a Socal posnt S the
caboranon of these Wean. The ploneering wudies
of Cesare lLooshironn, which oslminaind i the
publication of L'wew Slagents i 106, were 10 be
widely mBeential in sonag the wope and baas of
crmmusal antheopology theoughost Buroge, bex in
Sis coustry o development was also  chosely
bousd 10 Bhas of regenics. Lombeosn's theory thas
crovusality was the resalt of 3 apecific and wnnase
biclogical comtitution, what he called “the boen
cromamal’, and that criminal teadmoan coudd be
Wentified = the patterms of phiyvical and paycho-
lopcal stgmata, was later 10 be Sashiclly repro-
duted by British criminal antheopolognts, the
most sotable bemg Havelock Elia *' On the baais
hat onmunaley was congental and muandes n
snatomnical and  physiclogical  traom, criminad
mthropelogy set about measanng, observing and
documenting the body i an altempt 10 dacover
the Doslogy of crmme’. 1t degendod heavily wpon
the wellestablohed ethods and sechragees of
athropametrs, whinh omivied of an exiessve

10

Feg. 5 Posou Gele

Company portvadt of "fdeal
Fonily Likonep', IRQ. Repeodeced by courntewy of
University College, Loadon

seres of Mandardised messwrements of the head
aned Baxdy, the descrnption of key phywcal features
of the fate, and e calibeation of son-statntical
features vach b the colour of the shm, Bair and
eyes. Emphasa was waally given, however, o an
examination of the head and facial fratures, the
mpiication being Dot any phiysical pedulbacites
whech revealed hemaseives heve ool be reganded
as wdoes w the development of the miellectual
and paychological Goultes of the mdvideal. U
the evvdence of aathrogomesncal and ansemical
daza Lombeoso’s conchesaoms, reberared by
Havelock Elhs, weer that the orimingl wan »
dienct buman type. Fhysodogical feanures, such
a the tendeacy cowards progmarhiumn, the areaed
development of the cranial aaterce often Mo~
caned with cranal asymenetry, and an Cxagarra-
ton of the sormal crphalic index, which werr
bend w0 be more common or more pronccsced in
the crimunal, suggested & close relatiomabip o the
krwer and inferce races of mankond Not only was
the cnminad regarded o phywologcally divince
but, corraapondimg %0 the degree of phynical
retrogresson, there was the ovadence of a general
state of istcllectsal, paycholopeal and moral
staviem. Tesofar as crimmenality was redefined 0 »
satural and bereditary coodntion of 2 dbnnece
Muman type, amociated with & goneral deseriors-
on of phrvsical and mental headh and & state of
congenaal imbecdity and moral depravity, o »
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Fig. & From Hovvloct Ele: T Crominal’,

caxy %o s bow criminal anthespology came 1o
have far wider implcancas So cogeaios. Far mare
than the particular techoiques of asalyss which
cugemics roquired, crimical ant olleved »
scentic explanation of cramumal Bebaviosr which
could Be cxoended, and wan ofien Snked %, ocher
‘deviant’ typex

The weak posst = crimmald anthropology, i seoes o
e, o thar while criminals buvy been weighed and
weavared, shacrved and desrbed, e dases of
ooty froes which mose of them come, Sat whe Sawe
ot been comescind of Beviling the lye, have ot
born ofwerved o e same way, saod v e
scentife teas havy nox boen applad 10 e A prin
therr wandd be ifie wr i paupng the criminal by
the standard of dhe walldod, dhe pospoctabie and e
comnbartably welboff st of wowty The maly
sowntihe method would be 1o apply fhe soom ve whale
sccoons of the Sower Lbourag classes of sachery
oclediag e ormesals W oseems chear that @
sowntific crimomal aathropology which i 1 cower the
whole grocnd meas dead wily the Mle, e vagram,
O paspeer, the prostitare, dhe druniacd, the mnbeole,
e qﬂ?& and the e, M owall s e
<rumsaal

s when Galion delivered the presadestial
address W the Antheopelogy Section at the Britsh
Associaton meeting o 1817, 1he sulgect of which
was ‘the wady of thine growge of men who are
wilicamtly similar in thew mental dharacier or =

THE GRFORD ART OUENAL - T3 '

ther phasiogoomy, o in both, w0 admn of
classcanon’, ha decson 10 dlustrase hs Jecture
by an asalyss of the “deal criminal type’ bad a
mach wider ugnidcance thas iy corsnbation %
pere  ambeopological  research.  However, ha
immediate conoern was the posubeliny duudwn

prevalers mental and pepchollogeal types wah
reference 1o phiysologcal characienvecs

oo B otascnaie mman CAn mMroan & doubx that
e oot dlass inbades & lge progeiam of
comernmaie scoundreh, and that we are entifiod o
ogect 3 Sod o any large Sody of comven
prevakine of the irwly crimenal Charsoserisii
the ideal crimenal hun there pocsliarties of charscser;
Na comacwnce s abmost defichens, M it v
vickoms, and b power of seloontrdd w very
weak .. Bt becomses an resting  Question 1o
lmh-(vqbvp«l-mn-nhtuvm
with phryvical charscrerintion ™

It was the need to trace the prcularmes of the
mestal and tram amociated with
crimirality within the evidence of physological
characterincs, and partcularly wath reference o
phrysognonny, that led Galton 10 recomemend 0o bis
sudince the use of photography and w offer soeme
woas w00 how it could best be employed ™
Earfier in 1877 be had oleained fomn he Home
Offce & conmderable mumber of photographic
porirais of comvicts held in Pestooville and
Milbank peisons The photographs were classifed
Wio Aree groups acosedisg # the nature of the
orime: thase comvcted of marder and man
daughorr, thime corrvined of fedony, and thone
ooencied of sexual offences

By Gondiarnmg sl sl the oodbecton, and
contieually sorting the photograpba = muaee
waps, orraie nauead clases began 1o appear, s
o which wrre exsveodmgly marked [0 wa sl very
oevvdeat that the three growpe of crisweals con-
wleied o very Afleeval progaetess w e Sliereni

pharsagnomee classes ™

The peobiem was %o fod a method of extractung

the typecal phymiognomic featooes from cach of the
three groups of . Galuon's soletion waa
& vrgle one. By rephotegraphisg several of dhe
portraits onto the same photographic plase, pving
cach one a fraction of & sormally adequase expo-
sare, i was possible o combine the separate indi-
Vidual clerments inte o sngle peneric o ‘tomposte’
image Soace all peculuritios 0 be found s e
it resdual photographs are bost withia the process,
whilst thone mpeces which are commeon %o all are
eophasiied, the resulling goctrat contains omly
those phiysical features which can be coraidered
typeial of the gronp. Galun proceeded 10 muake
componnes of eah of the Aree grougs of phoso.
graphs in s et 10 estract thane  plvpsical
featumes peouliar w eard type of criminaley and



Derely exabluh the meass of comparison 10 each
other and % non-criminak. ™
While Galon was aware of the posential

wdmmm o anro-
peal studies, where be advecated it wse in the

The applacacions of composite  phaosographey
were not, however, 3 be havned 10 e analysis of
e ougenscally wnde’ Gahon's onginad pargase in
Making composite portrains was nol anly ¥ et

Bhough it was posaitde to prodict the ocourrence of
hetedaary haracier which was the prerequone for
the plasnad unpeovemenn of the race



Fig. 7. From Hevdlood By The Crimann’
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Fig 8 From Hevelock B35 T Criminal’,

phywcal and menial developenent 1ogether with
the provision e a4 Conissoun ‘hug‘upb(
record. Whikst o1 was tended hat copues of the
vatntical informanon would be sent 1o the BMA,
for Galron the L4% Niscery Aldem had an adéitional
andd sigmeficant parpose

e imvestigation of human sugrabis ~ that i, of the
Conditannt wader whoch men of o high oype am
pominced < m ax present cxtremmly Samgesed by O
ware of Lamdy Dssorws, by medicnl and gemeral
ndeg over e or har  geserstoos
Believing, s [ do, thas Buman suprnies will bevomse
recogreand befive o a0 0 wudy of e Mighew
MpTiance, £ om0 I thus 00 Sene onntivl 20 Be
kot i encosraging and disecting & Sabit of come
pilag persmal and lamnly baseonien ™

As Galun dearly recogrined, there was & reed b

the general dosemmation of knowledge of e laws
of hevedity if 1the prisciples of cugesics were »

TIE OO ART JOLTIERAL - 17 ey

A GROUFP OF SEXUAL M

pan any ugnhoane bevel of acoeptance in sociery
The Lav Hogwry Albem and sitmilar ventuees were
intended %o yudd the stativical deta cpon which
the soence of eugenics depended bt in addition
they were oqually necessary 0 the eventual
mplementation of & cugeaios practae

e st of wywematcaly wllevteg reconds of
urrving Genikes wonbl have the farther advantage of
famdisrmng the pablic with O Gact el sugrmics
Bad at leagth becoess & seviens sdeect of soeatific
wady bn an erergren soonty Ihe Srwe and mais
ot o o seoure the general ielieotusd accepance
of cugrmcs an 2 higefnd and mont Important sy
Then let the prncples work lsee O hean of the
ration, who will gradeally pvr praciesd offecr
them s wass Al wr oy 2ot wholly foresse ™

Galun was sever % relingunh Bis inerest 0

phosograply. Untl b deah in 1911 he contmued
1o develop s wses both s an anadytical sechaigue

13



and 3s 2 mode of documentason.™ Bat the yean
bevwers 16877 and 1684 mark the most insemaive

prewd of his expenimencation and tom of
the medum and i watioen. It wan abo

e O T
Hormever, recest studies have saggessed thar the
developmens of eagenis, M conteat aad
methods, were inenaricably Beusd 10 speciic
Meclogical class wneresss. Donald MacKenaie haa
Dar eugencs offered a theory of sty

Dot i 4 voal one. Thaose who stoied 30 gain st
from eugenics polacies. and thae who coeanibaned
10 and sepporied i developmnent, belonged 10 4
expanding sevtor of sckentilec, techaical, govers.

mddle class W the laner Wl of the ninereenth
cmntery was Based wpon 118 swnenhip of oulieeal
rather thaa ecosomc capual and the ool
which It exerched over the peodection of Ine
covaningly specalised forms of bromiedge. But the
valer of much of s peolessonal expertive cosld
caly be realised Dhrosgh the developmens of sew
functionn and peactions and these couldd caly be
made avalable within 3 general expasscn of the
machinery of e modern St Fagenios, in
parvcular, evviaged a dominast role b & sew
rarge of peodesscnal fusctionanes in the

mwnt of 3 modern Saate bereascracy "

rgarised

sccondance with esgencs pemciples. Bt ha been
popralar 10 see Al post Darwinian socad theory in
e Lae nlscteensd contury M Iflaenced, 0 A

o lesser extent, by & philonephy of laissen-

silrananam and economic adardealiim
and, conmeqaenally, to argue Bas s leevitably led
w0 the pesunciation of the invelvemens of the Seave
in bodh economic and social spheres. It qune
evidmt, Bowever, thar often here was & Cor
exisnce and (n soine canes Yetween
& wew of sorwery which was e

PRE ORPORD ART JOURSAL - 11 e



varieties of ‘socialom’ but this did not mean thar it
wits irreconcilable 10 The neads of capitalom. ™ As
Philp Abcares has argeed

Eugraiciots . . . were canghe ap o the graeesd whow
hogacal crmia of D lue conoury. Secking %0 scooust
for e Gaons of evimmnmis and scisd daonder on the
basn of speciboally bedopral sraming, they Sesagh
O prmciples of graescr 10 bear o conCTRpOrary
wvitel satistacs and distovered, o0 & e o bew
mnminrne daoger, the prospect of mace degeneration
Fouprniin, wheen s bastury o wriien, will have % be
weated in chose relation o politecsl coosenry. By
quanmmdlhhndmd
cegamnaton, specboally e bew of sataral sebecion
oupenics aforded s Mookogicaly geserabood wrer.
provaien of e condiion of Bovain i which dw
soereprions of polesal ccoscers wese i lamed
weact . . Eogesscs odimaased i demands oot B
o bew social srder bt B e pecommtlinses of e
obd coder 3t 2 bagher bevel of efSoemey ™

In o persd of wolatile ecommenic Bocouationm
aread the dominast trend towaeds wdusiralnation
cugens b w0 be consadered wltimately s 2
response 10 the crives whsch cagetalivm Guced in (he
reprodaction of & serplen capacty of Tebea
pormer. It offered an smefiate and  posive
solution 10 the probilem of the increasing member
of e uneroploved and inenplyatide destitete
whith would also have the eflect of making the
Labaomar force "foser” and more seitnd o0 s task, and
thas make capatal more prodective. This essay has
attenepind 1o show har phonograpty &d st stand
ownsde of these operaimms of power. Tis agpiica:
NS ACrons & ramge of scentic practions,
cating cogenioy, bownd @y exisience femly o The
peevaibng pemerra of domenation and sebordeae:
ton withe the eosnomic and social relationm of
capitalivm in the Law nimeteonth cenmury

The wpecBan of phetography always lies
poecieely i thas aspect of i functonmg whch b
the pradection of Sacarvve meanng. The peotierm
o that one is reguired 1 thisk soe onldy of what s
wpecific 10 the varlows modes of photography as
discursive practiors but also of Delr relation 10
other bevels of the social femasam; 1 the cubaral,
the polacal, the economic. To understand 1he
meanogs embtedded witha the photegraph » 10
nhmmdhmvaﬁmzppkpnﬂm“
conatieted at the culieral, ecomomix
and political forces operating within the sooad
frmaton 21 any one e We canoet segand s
o e woonlogeal Backgrousd” % photography,
e that woold be merely o resacae the artiface,
the phosograph as olbgect, an the bearer of somw
exsential truth, autcoomons of de social brmation
fom whach o derwes. Rather the primary concern
aeeds 10 be with how the photograph comes oo be

TR OO ART B ANAL - 00 v

what it is because of these relations, % secognise
them not & ‘ool facts about the photograph’s
existence but as real deserminations wpon the very
nature of hat exhence. The formas which

graphy takes, and the meanngs which sach foem
engender, are B always %0 be wen ar contagent

with ocher social which, wriclly spealong,
oxmt outade of .. The relation of these
prxurnmphu may be highly mediated

and complex wec zhnaumhrmdnh

devnibied with the snagr el Yet ot
i the came that they act upoa the photograph as »
wrwes of devermizacons and limits widin which the

oo, diunbutios and recepton of e
mage takes place. As pracsces o themaches they
coratitene the and imtitutomal paces
Mdﬂm&twgu—md

images s partkcular knd of ‘eann’ and thew
rndncl For all its evidern facucity, the phote
graph does not possexs intramsc valeos or meamogs,
nor can it determine the manser of its reception
and unsdeewvianding Phosograghc meaning
abways the M of socially and Risceically

WMthmmnm

cosrwe of it appropeiation by the vanou
imtitusoos and practces which put it %o work.

Arfvrem e

I lremm Cobnm Phumgrephe Arwatn e Sdihst
g’ = Fompghly Bow, 1M U550 o9 10
T ) Tagy wen e Bow e nlussr e mmpursany of o

b Aer Bamas g 0 gp A0
5 hw Mo Tage T Bvdon of Rpersewwnn’, i ¥
Pamnprp fownd. S T4 194 p 11

W Now Loh Bk, 970, g 1
T Fon O Doy of socwlogy o s onary wr P Abeass. Ty
Ongin of Bowsd Swwings, Ustnrwn of Ohonge Pross, 198 For
A A emal \rgommgs d amhorguaqy wv (. W
Sooching. Whats o 0 Saen’ The Dngen of S Kaysd Asibevpes
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R e %
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