1. Text Basics

a. Click text tool & drag

i. Place text
ii. Scale text box

iii. Use the Direct Selection Tool & change the shape & anchor points
iv. Change & cycle through different fonts using the options bar at the top

1. or type to jump to a font


b. Click the text tool  click & select 4in x 4in)

i. Move to the Selection Tool

1. Change Font dimensions by scaling the text


ii. Use type tool & click inside (curser expands)
iii. Place type.txt

iv. Notice the + sign

v. Click & click again to thread the text


c. Create a circle

i. Thread text into the circle


d. Remove threads
i. Click the output again & click the line

ii. Type > Threaded Text > Release Section

iii. Type > Threaded Text > Remove Threading

2. Open Start.ai

a. Place type.txt in the rectangle

b. Type > Area Type Options

i. 2 columns

c. Font Attributes (select “Overview”)
i. Open palette

ii. White > Bold > 14pt

iii. Font controlled by “ctr” + “shift” + > or <

iv. Character attributes

1. font, style, size, kerning, horizontal scales, baseline shift, underline strike thru, language, leading, tracking, vertical scale

d. Paragraph Attributes

i. Spacing before & after paragraphs & indentations

3. Save styles

a. Put cursor in the text u want to save

i. Window > Type > Paragraph Styles 

ii. Choose “new paragraph style” from the menu

iii. Name it

iv. Select new text & click to apply  (or hold alt + click)

v. Edit

1. select the style, go to menu & select > character style options & change the color
vi. Sample text

1. select new text & use eyedropper on a formatted area

4. Wrap around a graphic

a. Open 7_pic.ai

b. Copy & paste

c. Fill w/ white

d. Change opacity to 30%

e. Move on top of columns

f. Object > Text Wrap > Make

i. Object > Text Wrap > Text Wrap Options  (increase)

5. Reshape text

a. Use type tool & write “Typography”

b. White fill, green outline (stroke 2)

c. Effect > Warp > Arc Upper

d. Drop sadow

i. Effects > Stylize > Drop Shadow

6. Write on a path/shape

a. Select the wavy line

b. Type tool > cross over the path & icon changes

c. Click & type ABC  (arial bold 91pt)  dk green

7. Write on a closed path

a. Text in the circle, changes the circle & you can type to fill the shape

b. Hold Alt

i. Cursor will change

ii. Type ON the circle

iii. Abcdefg (arial bold 22pt)

c. Move brackets to change the start/end of the text

8. Vertical text

a. Select text tool

i. Type “The quick brown fox…” 

ii. Rotate tool, move 90 degrees

iii. Resize to fit

iv. Black > 75% > soft light

9. Path finder > Shape Modes


a. Create several overlapping circles

i. Select all of them

ii. Open your pathfinder palette

iii. Select “add to shape area”


b. Draw a rectangle on top

i. Select circles & rectangle

ii. Select subtract from shape area


c. Create 3 concentric circles

i. Draw one ‘perfect’ circle (holding shift)

1. Select it & copy

2. Ctrl F to paste on top

3. ReScale

4. Repeat


ii. Select the outer one & Filter > Distort > ZigZag

iii. Select the middle layer & outer layer & Subtract

iv. Drag to clouds 

1. change the order to put them in the back


10. Path finder > Align Objects

a. Create 2 shapes (one smaller than the other)


b. Try different align options

