The newspaper, the public
sphere, public opinion

A very short history

the concept of the public sphere

"blogs represent passage to the public
sphere™
Jay Rosen, "Who Owns Journalism"

"How influential are bloggers”
Peter Daou, "The Triangle"

the history of the newspaper in England

towards public opinion



206

public opinion

“It is certainly right and prudent to
consult the public opinion. ... If the
public opinion did not happen to square with
mine; if, after pointing out to them the
danger, they did not see it in the same
light with me, or if they conceived that
another remedy was preferable to mine, I
should consider it as my due to my king, due
to my Country, due to my honour to

retire ... but one thing is clear, that I
ought to give the public the means of
forming an opinion.”

Charles James Fox, 1792
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the public sphere

"Three events ... mark the beginning ...
[1] The founding of the Bank of England ...
[2] The elimination of the institution of
censorship ... [and] the influx of rational-
critical arguments into the press ...

[3] the first cabinet government ...”

Jirgen Habermas, The Structural
Transfornmati on of the Bourgeois Public

Sphere, 1962/1989, 58
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state and civil society

"Public debate was supposed to transform
voluntas [the will of one or many] into a
rati 0 [rational-universal] that in the
public competition of private arguments
came into being as the consensus about what

was practically necessary in the interest

of all.”

Jirgen Habermas, The Structural
Transfornmati on of the Bourgeois Public

Sphere, 1962 /I\ergv§s9pépe8r2-_843



the press

The first English newspaper,
The English Mercurie, 1588.
George Chalmers,

Life of Thonmas Ruddi man (1795)

Newspaper - 5



Vol. VIIL [ 281 ]

REVIEW
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5 T A TE

BriTISH NATION-

Eireday, September 4. 1711.

f the Stocks is now the Debt fo fecur'd, to 30 and 40 per Cenr. i
I;&R“r:n:. of the Town : [have camng, when the Lofscan be but 10 -per
been Arguing againft the Madaefls  Cenr. ? . .

and Fally of the Day 3 that becaufe they  The Fuad fectled is good, or it ismot ;
do not like the South-Sea Trade, wilithere- ific is not, as bficr:, zhe. Parhamgqc is g~
fore fiak the Value of their own Interefts blip'd to makeit good; if the Parliament
in the publick Funds: 1 prefsd you to ai+ is not good, your Banks, your Lands, your
fingpilh between tbe Soutb-Sea Stock, and  Lives are nos fecure, and of that I have

your Debt upon the Viblualling, Mavy, faid enough. e i :
.. which ftands fecur’d upon a (rliament I come now toanother Di '[“hon,_v"huh
Fund ; (uppofe all the South-Sed Projeék fuck  jodee would be no Diftiaction, did nog
S0lithe Sca, sour Debtis bot 10per Cent.  the Foily of the Age, and che Circaw flan-
11: worfe for it, that is, the Scoslechey are  ces aflthls Stock-Jobb'd ’I:uwn make i fo
:m wrd to ]_,’:vy upon the Subferibersy —1 uifiioguith between fhc Stocks, Funds,
Wi?:rc then is the Realon of fuking thas €. and the publick Credit; I deay th;;
the

of war and peace

| 618-48, Corantos, etc

|62 Butter & Bourne
Newsbook

1624 Staple of the News

1637 weekly public post
newsletters, etc

1662 Licensing Act

1665 Oxford Gazette

1695 end of Licensing Act
1695 Flying Post

696 Post-Boy, Post Man

1’702 Daily Courant
| 704 Review

| 709 Tatler

| 710 Examiner
| 711 Spectator

1’712 Stamp Act

| 713 Guardian

Mercator
British Merchant
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the size of the
public sphere

“Whereas the great Glut of News-Papers,
that are of late publish'd on Saturdays,
is grown almost as a common Nuisance ..."”

— British Mercury, 1715

“All Englishmen are great newsmongers.
Workmen habitually begin the day by going
to coffee-rooms in order to read the
latest news. I have often seen shoeblacks
and men of that class club together to
purchase a farthing newspaper”

—César de Sassure, 1726
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the size of the
public sphere

“On Saturdays during 1746 at least 45,000
papers were sold .... Allowing for the
moderate estimate of ten readers per
page ... a de facto redership of not far
short of half-a-million.”

Harris, London Newspapers in the Age of
Wal pole, 190

[the population was under 700,000]

In 1780, estimated that 25,000 papers were

produced each day.
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ratio

Spectators, Observers,
Tatlers, Guardians, Ramblers ...

“Impartial Spectator...'

“An insatiable Thirst after Knowledge

“I live in the World, rather as a Spectator
of Mankind, than as one of the Species; by
which means I have made my self a
Speculative Statesman, Soldier, Merchant,
and Artizan ... can discern the Errors in
the Oeconomy, Business, and Diversion of

others who are in the Game...'
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ratio

Spectators, Observers, Tatlers,
Guardians, Ramblers ...

“I never espoused any Party with Violence,
and am resolved to observe an exact
Neutrality between the Whigs and

Tories .... In short, I have acted in all

the parts of my Life as a Looker-on

“I have neither Time nor Inclination to
communicate the Fulness of my Heart in
Speech, I am resolved to do it in Writing;
and to Print myself out, if possible,
befbiea/spamie. 0



ratio

“We had no such things as printed
newspapers to spread rumours and reports
of things, and to improve them by the
invention of men, as I have lived to see
practiced since.”

Defoe, Journal of the Plague Years,
1722
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quality

"We shall only add, That as we pretend
not to Infallibility: if by Mistake or
Misinformation any thing should escape us
that requires it, we shall think we owe
it to the Reputation we aim to preserve,
and to Ingenuity, to take notice of it as
soon as possible.”

Daily Courant, 1729
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quality

“It must be granted that many of our
Public Miseries and Dissensions may
be ascribed to the abuse of the
daily Vehicles of Intelligence,
which are too often employed in the
service of Faction ... But these
inconveniences should not lead the
Lovers of the Country to condemn the
Liberty of the Press, but to guard
against the perversion of this
inestimable blessing”

'The Examiner', Morning Post, 1780
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G Dleriee s :
ADVERTISEMENTS

Sroughton , Apothesary, in Southwak,

* hguing fome Time fince, by order of a
Merchist, [ent g0 Dozen of bisCordisl Elixir
Yo 'Sweden, has lasely regeivid Adfvice. shat
“Numiersof People fiuding it @, greas Prefer-
ver.of Eealth, diink ic every Morning 3 And
furher 10 affure is 4 fo, bazk 4 Cereificase from
thence, That { #0 the Perfan’s beft Knowiedge
and Obferyasion) uot one who took it bath kal
‘the Difeafe 3 and many are of Opimion i¢ bath
been of great Yfe in flopping the Progrefs of
it. He bath. alfo & Cersificate .fram o
Toard & Ship as, Femaics, Thag sfier 6 & 7 of
be Men diadin 24 Hours of & Makignant Di-
Stemper, sbe Caprasn binifelf (fearing be frould
Tofe all bisMen) gave 1he re, mbywere [eiz'd,
plentifully of tbis Elixir (which for many Years
be ta0k With bim) and Ly God’s Blefling o ir,

wv'd every an after. He i not only willing,
];ur_gffﬁrﬂus this may be publifb’d for 1ke Good
of otbers.  Few now will go to Seaor rravel
withous iz, The Certificites thenifelues any
Gentlemen may fze if sbey pleafe.

' Severai Boxes are juff now fent 4=
gain inio Sweden, and I bedrtke Crar’s Phy-
[ficians bave order’d it fmio the Army. 51 wifh
Jowe Merohanss would fend 3 invo Daue-
ailrk,, it might domuco gbod there, andlarge
Frofic 3o the Sender,

Suft Putl fy'd (many Thoufands of vhe former

Editions bavivg fold in a linle 1ime;)

Re; Marszp’s Seventh Edition- af his

* Boek and . Jesond: Editiopof his Ap-
pendix, concerning Secret .Df}:’d s, both
compriz’d in One Velume, with dmendments,
and many hundred Additions: fr being
the laft he will ever wrires.and it is pje-
famed,containg as much 3oy Con wifte cn’
that Sobj &, fur the Penefir of Parfents; all
ehe Digres and Symotoms, Ways of Cbo-
tradfin g, certam Sians difcoveniag, Nattire
Wihds, and Cure, being (bewn r a5 alothe
Wieana Abufe ot Mercury 3 Mifehitfs by
Qnacks, Effeds of il Cat es;Seminal Wedk-
neffer, and all othie: S cret Infirmities in

both' 1Séxes . relating; fo . that ‘Infedtion,
85, are<rom Reafon and long Experience
explicated and deteéted § neceflary for che
Perufzl of all that have, or_ ever had the
teaft Injury that ‘Wag, and vaive the
Haalth apdWielface of themielves snd Po-
frerity 5 thag, Diftemper, if not to:ally
eradicated, proving dasgerous as wellfas
obaoxious, The whole incerfpers’d with
Prefcrintions, Otlervatinns, Hilfories, Let=
ters, and Prosfs of many remazkable Cales
and Cures. By-Fobn Marren, "Surgeon.
Sold at his Houle in Heston-Garden j7asal
fo by, N.Crouch in’ the Pofley, '.J. bj‘e 2=
worth on Lowdon-Bridge, P. Varrene at See
weea’s Head in the Srrand, C. Kin in Weff.
minflers Eall, M. Arkjnsio B¢, Puul’s Chprehe-
Yaed, Bookicllers,. and D. Leash. in the:
Lirtlcold Baily, Pr.Bound 7s.6d..

UVACKERFUnmask’dy in 3. Parts con.
Qa‘ming, i. Refle&iopson'thé 'ft‘l!.Edi-
: tion of Mir. Marsin™s Treatifesf the
Venercal Difeafe. 2. An Examination of
the Charitable Surgeon, The Generous Sur-
geon, The Tomb of Venus; and a pretended Ui
a:w Method of €dring chis Difcafel - 4.A
hrchEng,uhygn?ﬂthc Anc;_'cnt‘_azd ;:l’enl: . " R .
State of ‘the Praftices of Phyfick and'Sur- —_—
swe ofe Pudics of Eik i Ol advertisements. Defoe, Revi ew,
a concife Method) is thewn the Caufe, Na-
ture, Signs, and Dangérous Effeds of this
Difeafz, various ways of Recetvirg, Symp-
tomes firfk Dz'j;'aqering, and, only Method
of preveiiting its Infe@tion stggether with
the belr, moft cheap, fafe, fpeedy, cafie gnd
private Meihods of Cure. Asalfothe Caufe
arrd Cure of O3d Gl. .15 in Men, and ¥

support

All the public papers now on foot depend
1705

“Some regard is likewise to be paid to
reffes in Womer. The S cond Edid OSteritY' There are men Of diligence and
Eylarg’d.. Suld by D. Bropw without Tems | .

s e e aeAfriosity who treasure up the Papers of the

and by ‘the Author, Dr. Spidke, at his.
Flonle at the Golden: Ball, 3 Doors

S e e dy merely because others neglect them, and

feve
F o5

Printed

and {old by Fob» Baker at the Blask. Bay

CEcaplife. Priceasn
in time they will be scarce. When these

Pazer-Nofsr Row, 1715

collections shall be read in another
century, how will numberless contradictions
be reconciled, and how shall Fame be
possibly distributed among the Tailors and
Bodice-makers of the present age.”

Samuel Johnson, The Idler, 20 January, 1759

Newspaper - 14




the wall
editorial/advertising

“Mr. SPECTATOR.

Several of my Friends were this Morning got together over a Dish
of Tea in very good Health, though we had celebrated Yesterday
with more Glasses than we could have dispensed with, had we not
been beholden to Brooke and Hellier. 1In Gratitude therefore to
those good Citizens, I am in the Name of the Company, to accuse
you of great Negligence in overlooking their Merit who have
imported true and generous Wine, and taken Care that it should not
be adulterated by the Retailers before it comes to the Tables of
private Families or the Clubs of honest Fellows. I cannot imagine
how a SPECTATOR can be supposed to do his Duty, without frequent
Resumption to such Subjects as concern our Health”

[Steele, Spectator, Friday April 25, 1711
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-"Meffieurs Brooke aid Hellier'Merchantsin 3
lane near_Bread-firees, having exrerienc’d that their new nom
porto.and Viana Wines do giva fuch unive:{il: Satisfadic .. ]
¢ncourag'd further 1o acccmodate the Town, and oive Nooke
 they refolve to retail the entife Cargoes of the Sophronia gnd )
Galiies juft ariv'd and landirig, confifting of 300 Pipes of A

and white Oporto, ard 20 Pipes of ed and white Ansde Winis

ing the only Wines of thefe Sorts in Merchants Hands) in thels
ral Vaults snd Taverns following, vis. in Freemzn's-yardin Cank

under the Crown-Tavern in Breadfirect, under a front Houkin g

lisbury-Coure iz Fleewftreet, under Mr. Rymes a Furrier apis

May-pole inthe Strand, and.at the Horn-Tavern in PalaceTat

Wefiminfler 4 arid there is now open’d other Vaults, vit.5a Iy

Tavern-Vard againft. Billingfgate, :in the middle Streer ia Jo

Buildings, and under St. James's Market-houfc ; alfo on Tuefleyi
“r8th Inttant 'will be open’d the Green-Dragon Tavern in Gny'gh
Lang in Holban.: :Note, The Prices of the abovefaid Winey,
the Vaults, the new natural red and white Oportoand white ¥
18 4. per Quart and gl’{ 1. per Hogfhead, and the new red Vil
rs d.per Quart and 13 L. per Mogthcad ; and in che faid Tavemsd
Qporto and white Viana at 20 d.and red Viana at.16 d. per Qu

Note, Thenew white and red Anadea Wines are ar 2 5. per Qm
and:201]. per Hogthead, snd to be had only in theaforefiid Vadui
-York-Buildings. and under St. James's Market-Houfz.

RTISEMENTS.

ly
e between
Creditors

tes to the

fice of the
wrtiblly en-
lifh’d, an
3y the Au-
gh-Church
T8 30 Scag-
feft Abel.
er in Pa-

HI1S is to give Notiee , That
Mefhieurs Brook and Selller of Loy-
dow, Merchants, who do now give {uch
general Satisfaftion fo Retailing their New
Narural Porrugal Wines in the faid City,
(bting the beft that have come from Forzu-

gal for many Years paft) have for the more
effeftual (upplyiog the other Parts of the
Kingdom, caus’d Ships to Sail direéliy from
Poringal to the following Places, where
they are Arrivid with the lixe Watural
Wines, being she only New Wines that are
wow there, or can Arrive this Seafon § which
Wines 2re to be fold by the following Per-
fons, in the refpe&ive Places, viz. By Mr.
Bartb, Avent in Plymouth 3 Meffieurs Fames
and Fobn Arnold in Portfmowth ; Mefhieurs
Fames Wakeman, and Fobn Negus in Tor-
mouth { Mr. Fofech Taylor of Wysbich in Lynn
Regl 5 Mr. Cvewlein Hyll 5 Mr. Fofi S1one
in Gainshorough 5 Mr. William Profor in
Newcafile upon Tyne: Note, the Price,
viz. The Vzane Winesat 147 per Hogthesd
orat §s. 4d. per Gallon, and the oporse
Wines at 1677, per He-gjhéad, or O & per
Galjon.

Printed for and {old by Fobn Baker at the Black.Boy
Pater- Noffer-Row. 1715¥.
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the wall
civil society/state

Oxford's papers
London Gazette
Review

Examiner

Post-Boy

Mercator
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the wall
civil society/state

Oxford's men
Defoe
Swift ...

Karl's men
Armstrong Williams
Maggie Gallaher
Jeff Gannon ...
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