Assignment 3: Due on Oct 13th (Individual Assignment)

Critique an experiment and design an armchair experiment

Go to http://www.otal.umd.edu/SHORE2000/

Below are some of the experiments on that website. Choose one that you find interesting. (a) Draw the design. Critique it thoroughly. You can use the below questions to critique the experiment. But do not limit yourself to the questions below.

What are the possible confounding factors? 

What did they control for? 

What did they not control for?

What other Independent Variables could they have used?

What other Dependent Variables could they have measured?

(b) Suggest improvements. Describe the improved design thoroughly.

© And also design another experiment to test the same research problem. Your design should differ from the original design in major ways (Do not just draw their experimental design)

Experiments on the SHORE Online website

Page Layout & Readability 

                   Reading Comprehension: One Column vs. Three Columns 

                   Effects of Splitting Text into Multiple Columns 

                   The Effect of Screen Size on Readability Using Three Different Portable Devices 

                Input Issues 

                   A Tail of Two Mice 

                   Comparison of Telephone Menu Interfaces 

                   A Comparison of Voice Controlled and Mouse Controlled Web Browsing 

                   Logins and Passwords: What Users Want 

                Photo Libraries 

                   Comparison of Photo Library Programs 

                   Image Size vs. Scrolling in Photo Thumbnail Browsers 

                   The Effect of Direct Annotation on Speed and Efficiency 

                Navigation Visualization 

                   Textual vs. Graphical Links in an E-Commerce Website 

                   Website Structural Navigation 

                   The Effect of Zooming Speed on a Zoomable User Interface

