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order of business

intro

1. Seungwoo

2. Shalmalee & Seungwoo - Git & Firefox

3. Noura - OpenFrameworks

4. Nick - npm

5. Elaine - Zooniverse

6. Jacob - BuzzFeed

7. Janine - Wird

8. Cindy - Wikipedia

9. Geoff - Wikipedia
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Ron vs. Tux

Ronald Coase, 1910-2013
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here comes …

 crowdsourcing, web 2.0 ...
Raymond - Cathedral and the Bazaar, 1997 

Benkler — Coase’s Penguin, 2003

Surowiecki - The Wisdom of Crowds, 2004

Benkler - The Wealth of Networks, 2006

Shirky - Here Comes Everybody, 2008
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"Information wants to be free"

innovation, competition, democracy, access

vs

"Information needs to be constrained"

institutionalisation, exclusivity, hierarchy, regulation, 
precedent, overload

vs

"information needs to be expensive”

commodification of information

battling concepts
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commodification
information everywhere
"perfect information … free, complete, instantaneous, and 
universally available … [is] one of the defining features of the 
perfect market … at the same time, both the perfect and the 
actual market structure … depend on information being a 
commodity, … costly, partial, and deliberately restricted"

--James Boyle,  Shamans, Software & Spleen,  1996

“acquiring and processing information about human capital 
available to contribute to information production projects … 
both human capital and information inputs … information about 
end users  … about specific customization” —Benkler
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FLOSS
free/libre/open source software 

internal battles
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lest we forget …
liquidity traps in nonmarket relations!?
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the voice of reason:  

let’s stay with the market
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institutional problems

expensive

ponderous

inscrutable

powerful

monopolistic

corruptible (“capture")
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“production by peers … 
without hierarchical 
model …  the academic 
enterprise and in 
particular science”              

— Benkler     
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invisibility

resources & constraints
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the “information 
production system”

“Peer production offers rich material for 

empirical studies into collaborative behavior, 

measurement and comparison of the relative 

importance of peer production in our 

information production system …”     —Benkler
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back to me

ngram - how/when reliable
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not just smoothing

Problems 
false positives 
false negatives 
misnamed 
misdated 
duplicate books 
duplicate pages! 
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liberation … 
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Knut Hamsun's Pan
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…or continued 
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information

… the common denominator
"passionate about the topic … how difficult it 

is to find information in scholarly journals 

and books … passionate about this … to 

organize the world's information … here's a 

book I was reading on the plane down …"
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