how much information

what kind of question?
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when counting began?
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down the road

Ann Blair
forth and back

Feb 2 & 7 - GN: History of Information
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rear view mirror

"And it is there, in the ruck of history,
that they are able to locate an information
explosion that means something substantive
and which has discernible origins and
contexts: that these types of information,
for those purposes, for those sorts of
groups, with those sorts of interest are
developing ...

—--Frank Webster,

Theories of the Information Society, 2009
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Year # sci journal
mid 17¢ 2
mid 18¢ 10
1800 100
1850 1000
1950 30-100,000

1970

Tuesday, January 31, 2012

# books,
Johns Hopkins|

100,000

1,500,000

the recent ruck

1945 Bush, "As We May Think"

1960 Toffler, "The Quantity of Culture”

1962 Machlup - information/knowledge economy
1963 de Solla Price, Little Science, Big Science

1973, 1979 Bell - post-industrial society
1977 Porat - The Information Economy: Sources and

Methods for Measuring the Primary Information Sector
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more recent

1996 Lesk - How Much Information in the World

Web size

w2 1999, 2003 Lyman & Varian - HMI

Lizrary of Cong

2009, 201 1 Bohn & Short &c - HMI

2009 Mayer-Schonberger, Delete
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http://nmi.ucsd.edu/pdf/HMI_2010_EnterpriseReport_Jan_2011.pdf

HMI 201 |

Three years ago, the world's 27 million business servers

processed 9.57 zettabytes, or

9,570,000,000,000,000,000,000 bytes of information.
Researchers at the School of International Relations and
Pacific Studies and the San Diego Supercomputer Center
estimate that the total is equivalent to a 5.6-billion-
mile-high stack of books stretching from Earth to Neptune
and back to Earth, repeated about 20 times. By 2024,
business servers worldwide will annually process the

digital equivalent of a stack of books extending more than

4.37 light-years to Alpha Centauri, the scientists say."
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http://www.computerworld.com/s/article/9216481/World_s_servers_process_9.57ZB_of_data_a_year
http://www.computerworld.com/s/article/9216481/World_s_servers_process_9.57ZB_of_data_a_year
http://ucsdnews.ucsd.edu/newsrel/general/04-05BusinessInformation.asp
http://ucsdnews.ucsd.edu/newsrel/general/04-05BusinessInformation.asp
http://ucsdnews.ucsd.edu/newsrel/general/04-05BusinessInformation.asp
http://ucsdnews.ucsd.edu/newsrel/general/04-05BusinessInformation.asp
http://hmi.ucsd.edu/pdf/HMI_2010_EnterpriseReport_Jan_2011.pdf
http://hmi.ucsd.edu/pdf/HMI_2010_EnterpriseReport_Jan_2011.pdf

Can | have that in LoCs (Score:5, Funny)

by Bob the Super Hamste (1152367) on Tuesday June 28 2011, @08:09AM (#36595944) Homepage

Can we get that in a proper measurement like Libraries of Congress.

still climbing

‘Digital Universe’ to Add 1.8 Zettabytes in 2011

Eilike 68 3 Tweet | +1 [} share & Print |
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scare quotes

"All claims of this sort have their
historical specificity, and one must always
ask: who has to gain from assertions that
information is chaotic, overwhelming, and
out of control? The answer is usually

found in the expert groups who offered

solutions."”

--John Agar,

Government Machine, 2003
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Cp
IM savvy team
Seriosity
Atent
Hemp, HBR, 2009

who's counting?

toxic terabytes

"This year [2006], electronics manufacturers
will produce more transistors ... than the

world's farmers grow grains of rice ... four
years from now, the world's information base

will be doubling in size every 11 hours.

kilobytes .. megabytes ... gigabytes

terabyte .. petabyte .. exabyte

zettabyte .. yottabyte ... when terabytes turn
toxic ... no amount of disks will be enough to
soak up the deluge ... taming the data

beast ... data detox”
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counting

"whether accurate ... the [population counts]

were usually precise.”

—--Andrea Rusnock
Vital Accounts: Quantifying Health and

Population in England and France, 2002
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the longer view

Vincentius Placcius
| 642-1699
scrinium

Blair and the ruck of history ...
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