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the road ahead

assumptions about authenticity

letting go of the author

rotten information & the author function

death of the author

Foucault

rise of the author

authorial brands

back to the net

back to Foucault
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author and origin

anchors in a dirty world
What happened with blogs and with wikis, these 
editable web spaces, was that they became much 

more simple. ...
there's a certain ethos within the blogging 

community, you always point to your source, you 
point all the way back to the original article. 

If you're looking at something and you don't 
know where it comes from, if there's no pointer 

to the source, you can ignore it.

Tim Berners-Lee
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/technology/

4132752.stm
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Problems of 
authenticity

Problems of 
reliability and 
"authoritativeness"

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/technology/4132752.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/technology/4132752.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/technology/4132752.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/technology/4132752.stm
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authors not authority

"The real experts do not believe in the 
fallacy of appeal to authority."

--Jimmy Wales
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a robust category?
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authors & works
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who is an author
Shakespeare

"not of an age but for all time?"

"our ideas on the integrity of Shakespeare's 

identity predicated on notions of single 

authorship; in fact Elizabethan theatre was 

far more like cinema today; scripts were 

passed around among journeymen and 

fledglings to fill in gaps"

Stanley Wells, "Shakespeare & Co.'

between 1598 and 1602, Thomas Decker "a hand 

in over forty plays, including script 

doctoring and revising both his own plays 

and those of others." --DNB
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literati or digerati?

open source
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letting go of the author

"The author is a modern figure, a product 

of our society insofar as, emerging from 

the Middle Ages with English empiricism, 

French rationalism, and the personal 

faith of the Reformation, it discovered 

the prestige of the individual

"... capitalist ideology, which has 

attached the greatest importance to the 

'person' of the author"

Roland Barthes, 'The Death of the 
Author', 1968
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Barthes and beyond

"Like contemporary critical theory, hypertext 

reconfigures--rewrites--the author ... the 

figure of the hypertext author 

approaches ... that of the reader ... 

hypertext ... infringes upon the power of 

the writer.

George Landow, Hypertext
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not so fast

"A certain number of notions that are intended to 

replace the privileged position of the author actually 

seem to preserve that privilege and suppress the real 

meaning of his disappearance.

"It is not enough ... to repeat the empty affirmation 

that the author has disappeared.  Instead we must 

locate the space left empty by the author's 

disappearance, follow the distribution of gaps and 

breaches, and watch for the openings that this 

disappearance uncovers"

--Foucault, 'What is an author', 1969
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locating the author

"pure romanticism"?
Tasini vs New York Times

the author's due?
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locating the author 
function

penal appropriation?
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fakes & hoaxes
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forgeries

authors & authenticity
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forgeries

authors & authenticity
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authorial responsibility
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fraud

who is the author?
“Multiple co-investigators 

have become the norm, and a 

result is that old concepts 

of authorship - which, when 

there was but one author, 

automatically linked credit 

with accountability - have 

eroded”

Drummond Rennie, MD
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plagiarism

Joseph Biden
Doris Kerns Goodwin

Stephen Ambrose
Alan Dershowitz
Michael Bellesiles

Who was the author?
Professor Goodwin’s explanation for the 

plagiarism involved faulty note taking habits, 
not just on her part, but on the part of four 
research assistants who help write her books. 

These faulty note taking habits made it 
difficult, she explained, for them to distinguish 
between notes containing their own analysis and 

notes summarizing analysis they find in books 
written by others.
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hat tip to gracenote
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an enduring category?

plagiarism: an eternal crime
“Plagiarism is perennial ... 'the 

wrongful appropriation, or 
purloining, and publication of 

one's own, of the ideas, or the 
expression of the ideas ... of 

another” 

Christopher Ricks
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on plagiarism
"Ricks ... believes that Martial is protesting 

against the theft of his work, and he 
translates plagiarius as "the abductor of the 

child or slave of another". If this gloss were 
accurate, Ricks would have good grounds for his 

interpretation of Martial's metaphor, but in 
fact the primary meaning of plagiarius is "one 
who illegally slaves another". The word carries 

the sense of the improper subjugation of a 
person who is properly free, and thus the 

epigram actually means the opposite of what 
Ricks says it means. The "Plagiary" is not 

criticised for stealing Martial's work, but for 
asserting ownership over a published piece of 

literature, thus illegitimately "enslaving" 
what rightfully belongs to the public domain. 
The epigram does not condemn what we know as 

"plagiarism" but implicitly sanctions it."  
David Hawkes
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mashups of the past

"Shall we forever make new books as 
apothecaries make new mixtures, by pouring 
only out of one vessel into another?  Are 
we forever to be twisting and untwisting 

the same rope?"

Laurence Sterne, 
Tristram Shandy, 1761-7
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Problems of 
pollution

Out of place?
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rumours of my death
Roland Barthes, 'The death of the author', 1968

The author is a modern figure, a product of our 
society insofar as, emerging from the Middle 

Ages with English empiricism, French 
rationalism, and the personal faith of the 

Reformation, it discovered the prestige of the 
individual

capitalist ideology, which has attached the 
greatest importance to the 'person' of the 

author

the explanation of a work is always sought in 
the man or woman who produced it
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births & deaths

the text is a tissue of quotations

To give a text an Author is to impose a 
limit on that text, to furnish it with 

a final signified, to close the writing

a text's unity lies not in its origin, but 
in its destination

the birth of the reader must be at the 
cost of the death of the author

--Barthes
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"I do not, like a jure 

divino Tyrant, imagine 

that they are my 

slaves or, my 

commodity"

Henry Fielding, 
Tom Jones, 1749
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not dead yet

Foucault,  'What is an author?' 1969

in agreement

The author is a modern figure --Barthes

The coming into being of the notion of “author” 
constitutes the privileged moment of 

individualization in the history of ideas, 
knowledge, literature, philosophy, and the 

sciences.

--Foucault
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author and authority

more agreement

Once the Author is removed, the claim to decipher 
a text becomes quite futile. To give a text an 

Author is to impose a limit on that text
--Barthes

A certain number of notions that are intended to 
replace the privileged position of the author 
actually seem to preserve that privilege and 

suppress the real meaning of his disappearance
--Foucault
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what is a work?

A familiar thesis that the task of criticism 
is ... to analyze the work through its 

structure... a problem arises: “What is a work?

Even when an individual has been accepted as an 
author, we must still ask whether everything he 

wrote ... is part of his work ... a laundry list: 
Is it work or not?

It is not enough to declare that we should do 
without the writer (the author) and study the 

work in itself.  The word "work" and the unity 
that it designates are probably as problematic as 

the status of the author's individuality"
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multiple authors

and the mode of existence
the author's name performs a certain role with 

regard to narrative discourse, assuring a 
classificatory function ... to characterize a 
certain mode of being of a discourse ... in a 

civilization like our own, there are a certain 
number of discourses that are endowed with the 
"author function" while others are deprived of 

it.  A private letter may well have a signer; it 
does not have an author; a contract may well 

have a guarantor, it does not have an author.  
An anonymous text posted on a wall probably has 

a writer, but not an author.  The author 
function is therefore characteristic of the mode 

of existence, circulation, and functioning of 
certain discourses within a society
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functioning authors

St Jerome & unity
(1) if one is inferior to the others

(ii) if certain texts contradict the doctrine 

expounded in the author's other work

(iii)  different style

(iv) events that occurred after the author's 

death

discharging the canon
Shall I die?

A lover's complaint
revisions

32
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diplomatics

Jean Mabillon (1632-1707)

De Re Diplomatica, 1681

a forger's charter?
the charter of La Tour d'Auvergne

"skilfully forged by a sublibrarian who 

ended his days in the Bastille"

--David Knowles
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four characteristics

appropriation
linked to the juridical and institutional system

neither universal nor constant
does not affect all discourses the same way

complex not spontaneous
not defined by the spontaneous attribution of a 

discourse to its producer, but rather by a series of 
specific and complex operations

a particular source of expression
it does not refer purely and simply to a real 

individual
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the rise of the author?

The author is a modern figure --Barthes

discourses are objects of appropriation ... 

penal appropriation.  Texts ... began to 

have authors ... to the extent that authors 

became subject to punishment

--Foucault 
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supply chains

Allgemeines Oeconomisches Lexicon (1753)

Book, either numerous sheets of white paper that have been 

stitched together in such a way that they can be filled with 

writing;  or,a highly useful and convenient instrument 

constructed of printed sheets variously bound in cardboard, 

paper, vellum, leather, etc. for presenting the truth to 

another in such a way that it can be conveniently read and 

recognized.  Many people work on this ware before it is 

complete and becomes an actual book in this sense.  The 

scholar and the writer, the papermaker, the type founder, the 

typesetter and the printer, the proofreader, the publisher, 

the book binder, sometimes  even the gilder and the brass-

worker, etc.  Thus many mouths are fed by this branch of 

manufacture.
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whose name?

1546 printer's name in books

1557 stationers' company charter

1559 stationers' patent 

on bible, music, law, almanacs

1642, end of Star Chamber

1660, Restoration 

struggle for control

37

His NAME at the Bottom 
of a Title Page, does 
sufficiently recommend 



QofI07_Author - 

whose name?

1546 printer's name in books

1557 stationers' company charter

1559 stationers' patent 

on bible, music, law, almanacs

1642, end of Star Chamber

1660, Restoration 

struggle for control

37

His NAME at the Bottom 
of a Title Page, does 
sufficiently recommend 



QofI07_Author - 

whose name?

1546 printer's name in books

1557 stationers' company charter

1559 stationers' patent 

on bible, music, law, almanacs

1642, end of Star Chamber

1660, Restoration 

struggle for control

37

His NAME at the Bottom 
of a Title Page, does 
sufficiently recommend 



QofI07_Author - 

whose name?

1546 printer's name in books

1557 stationers' company charter

1559 stationers' patent 

on bible, music, law, almanacs

1642, end of Star Chamber

1660, Restoration 

struggle for control

37

His NAME at the Bottom 
of a Title Page, does 
sufficiently recommend 



QofI07_Author - 

whose name?

1546 printer's name in books

1557 stationers' company charter

1559 stationers' patent 

on bible, music, law, almanacs

1642, end of Star Chamber

1660, Restoration 

struggle for control

37

His NAME at the Bottom 
of a Title Page, does 
sufficiently recommend 



QofI07_Author - 

enter the 
autonomous author

1694/5 end of licensing act

1709/10 Statute of Anne 

"printers attacking early piracies tend to focus public 

arguments on the supposed poor quality of the piracy, 

as if the only injury done was to the reader and to 

the reputation of the printer; piracy damages a market 

in durable good. --Joseph Loewenstien, The Author's 

Due

A Books is the Author's Property, 'tis the Child of 

his Invention, the Brat of his Brains; 'tis as much 

his own as his Wife and Children .... [but] these 

Children of our Heads are seiz'd, captivated, spirited 

away, and carry'd into Captivity" --Defoe

38

"We must not think to 

make a staple 

commodity of all the 

knowledge in the 

Land, to mark and 

licence it like our 

broad cloath, and our 

wool packs" 

- Milton



QofI07_Author - 

last man standing
"The author is an instrumental convenience in 

regulatory struggles being carried on within 

the book trade." -- Joseph Loewenstein

It might be said that the London booksellers invented 

the modern proprietary author, constructing him 

as a weapon in their struggle with the 

booksellers [printers? or publishers?] --Mark 

Rose

the invention of the author as proprietor ... is 

directly linked with the claim for the perpetuation 

of an old system of privileges ... [not] from a new 

bourgeois conception of the property and the market 
39
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liability to asset

O, for my sake do you with Fortune chide,

The guilty goddess of my harmful deeds,

That did not better for my life provide

Than public means which public manners breeds.

Then comes it that my name receives a brand,

And almost thence my nature is subdued

To what it works in like the dyer's hand.

Sonnet 111

"The stationers made 'Shakespeare'"
--Lucas Erne
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brand power

"The name as an individual trademark ..." 
Foucault

"The author-work relation is embedded in library 

catalogues, the indexes of standard literary 

histories.... It is pervasive in our education 

system ... institutionalized in our system of 

marketing cultural products ... the name of the 

author .... becomes a kind of brand name."

Mark Rose, Authors & Owners

41



 neither universal... 
who brands the chain?

publishers - printers - editors - authors

producer - director - actors - screenwriter

stations - networks - production companies - directors - actors - writers

record company - producer - musicians - singers - songwriters

company - director - actors - playwright

other genres
dictionaries, encyclopedias, romances, translations ...

who becomes an author?
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... nor constant

academic branding
"He was Lambert Strether because he was on the 

cover, whereas it should have been for anything 

like glory, that he was on the cover because he 

was Lambert Strether."

--Henry James, The Ambassadors
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complex construction

science vs social science
Foucault vs Chartier

Newton vs Marx & Freud

the discourse of the founders ... do not 

participate in the practice's transformations

... Re-examination of Galileo's text may well 

change our knowledge of the history of 

mechanics [but not of] mechanics itself

--Foucault
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roots of 
scientific publishing

Steven Shapin, A Social History of Truth 

"Our thoughts and beliefs 'pass,' so long as 

nothing challenges them, just as bank-notes 

pass so long as nobody refuses them."

William James, Pragmatism

trust in

matters of fact

books

people 
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"I will write my Name 

in each Book with my 

own Hand" 

Desaguliers, 

Course of Experimental 

Philosophy, 1734
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copy and quality again

1774 Donaldson v Becket
booksellers lose 

"common law" right to copy.

'systems of constraint'?
quality editions

English Poets
encyclopedias

dictionaries
Shakespeare
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quality again?

47

"The wild side of the Internet typified by blogs 
and fast-running rumors could be tempered by the 

heft of these libraries". 
San Francisco Chronicle

"Google's newest project .. will help fulfill  
the original intention of the Internet: to help 

people find solid background facts quickly".
Chicago Sun-Times

 "Most of today's online content was 'born 
digital, thus cannot be verified.  By contrast, 

library materials become available through Google 
originate from fully authoritative sources, and 

cover every conceivable topic since the advent of 
printing".

Michigan Library Press Release
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uncertain reputation
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1695 again
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back to the author 
function

the author is the principle of thrift in the 

proliferation of meaning

... a certain functional principle by which 

in our culture one limits excludes, chooses; 

in short by which one impedes the free 

circulation, the free manipulation, the free 

composition, decomposition, and recomposition 

of fiction

--Foucault
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back to the future

I think that, as our society changes, at the 

very moment when it is in the process of 

changing, the author-function will 

disappear, and in such a manner that fiction 

and its polysemic texts will once again 

function according to another mode, but 

still with a system of constraint--one which 

will no longer be the author  . .. 

--Foucault
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kinds of change

For a long time, the unity of a book had 

nothing to do with an absent author ... [but] 

depended upon the will of a reader who 

desired to join diverse works ... 

... it was during the 14th century ... this 

traditional and dominant definition of the codex 

was replaced by a new conception of the book, 

offering the works of only one author

... the author function is not only a discursive 

function, but also a function of the materiality 

of the text
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last words

What are the modes of existence of this 
discourse?  

Where has it been used, how can it circulate, 
and 

who can appropriate it 

 . . . What difference does it make who is 
speaking?
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