•1. Identity: what characteristics do the sites highlight, what questions are asked (free-response included)

•2. Deception: What are some safeguards?

•3. Searching: how do the sites allow users to search? 

•4. Matching: Do the sites base their systems on homophily? What are the goals/options of the sites (marriage, casual dates, casual sex, friends).

•5. Contacting: what do users have to do to be able to contact potential mates?  Are there free contact options?

www.vietnamesesingles.com -Location specific – only in VN.  – has international range.

1•Identity (you can opt “I’ll tell you later” for all except gender pref and height):

Note: Did not ask for name or any identifying info.   

**–type of relationship (activity partners, commitment, dating, friendship only)

**–Willing to relocate

–Physical characteristics

**–General appearance (attractive, average looking, very attractive)

–Importance of religion

–Income

–Education

–Smoking & drinking habits

**–Current relationship status (married, divorced, unmarried couple)

**–Have kids/want kids (don’t, unsure, want)

–Pets

–100 min, 1000 char max description

Personality profile (with I’ll tell you later options):
-If I could be anywhere right now: on a beach, with my lover, skiing in a resort in Europe, with my family, traveling to another time

-If I could live anywhere: under a rock, in a country cabin, in a big city, in a mansion in the suburbs.

-What turns me on: intelligence, beauty, 

-Fashion sense: trendy, naturalist (no clothes), consists of covering my body period.

-Exercise,

-Neatness

-Political leaning

-Fav types of music, food

-I laugh at: everything, nothing, sarcasm, ridiculous stuff

-I like to cook…

2 Deception: The site didn’t double check my e-mail.  Basically you can invent yourself on the site.  

3 Searching: Can do username search, multi-lingual in a few languages and read profile of someone in Mexico in English, for instance,  Can’t do same sex search on Vietnamese site.  

	Quick Search - For a quick scan just choose from five options: gender, age, location (many countries; some countries divided by states, provinces), photo and recent activity on the site.

	Advanced searches - (Available to registered members only) A more thorough search for a more accurate match. In addition to the quick search options, you can choose: lifestyles, education, tastes, hobbies and more that are compatible with yours!
	


4 Matching: 

When you register you state what type of person you are looking for:

-same questions as when you register with the addition of astrological sign, and can select multiple preferences per category. 

User can control CyberCupid: “…CyberCupid scouts our database twice a week, specifically for you. We have thousands of new members joining every week, so finding your match or keeping up with new arrivals, could be time consuming…CyberCupid will email you twice a week any matches it finds direct to your door. The message will contain direct links to the profiles of your matches, so you are always just one click away from that special someone.”

5 Contacting

Site sometimes has local mixers.

Secure anonymous email forwarded to you by site

Site has IM so you can chat with members who are online.

Can see who you’ve winked, blocked, and hot-listed and who has winked, blocked, and hot-listed you.  Hot list let’s you cache profiles you like.    

www.gay.com
1 Identity: 

-Asks for “real info” – name, birthdate

-The Basics: Height, age, weight, *open-ended “I’m looking for”…friendship, conversation with comments, How “out” are you?, Mannerism (e.g. Masculine/Butch).

-The Vitals: *Personality (set choices), *HIV + or -, *relationship status, *tattoos, *piercings,  

*Note: no question about wanting kids.

2 Deception: more difficult to do since have to pay to register at least for adult content.  

3 Searching:

Quick Search: Find [Men,Women, MTF, FTM, All], X Miles within Y Zip Code (location specific).  

Can also add age and keyword.  

Can pay a premium membership to be at the top of a search page result and see bigger pictures!

Auto-Search: By gender, age, location, options include showing members with photos only.  Results emailed to you.  

“Adult” search vs Relationship search

Can “book ‘em” (put in black book)

4. Matching:

By user.  No automated service since don’t give many details on what you’re looking for.  

5. Contacting: 

Chat, Video chat, no winks, secure email.   

www.therightstuff.com
-meet people who went to your elite schools.  

1. Identity

Open ended questions of hobbies, politics, vacations

2. Deception

They verify your diploma

3. Searching

You see everyone’s profiles and site has a members’ gallery.

Site says “First, write a short profile of yourself, which will be seen by all members of the opposite sex” ..unclear if opposite sex are the only ones to see?
4. Matching

You pick who you like.  

5. Contacting

When you register you list the locations you often visit or are willing to visit for personal contact.  

Site says you must respond to all inquiries at least with a polite email..  

www.eharmony.com
1. Identity by profile questionnaire. 

Profile Q’s:

-Self description 

Sample Q’s: For each of the following traits, rank from being “not at all” to very:

Warm, clever, dominant, ambitious, modest, lazy, aloof, arrogant…
And many more self-descriptions…SO BASED ON WHAT YOU SAY YOU ARE – NO CONFIRMATION FROM FRIENDS OR FAMILY

Imagine that your friends had to choose the best FOUR descriptions for you from the items below. Click next to the four items that they would be most likely to pick.

(Sweet, hardworking, spontaneous, etc).

Too Long to Do….The profile probably takes at least an hour to complete.  

2. Deception: could fake questionnaire. Can view profiles for free and pay once you want to communicate. $250/yr – site says it’s about knowing yourself.  

3. Searching…Can’t

4 Matching:

-Marriage, “Soul mates”, lasting relationships, “love of your life” from study of 5000 married people seeing what works and doesn’t work by a Dr. of psychology.  

-Site help you create shopping list of “must haves” and “can’t stands” so not necessarily homophily – can’t state distance preferences. 

5 Contacting:

Can only contact people the system matches you with.

Site provides 4 stage “guided communication” giving choices on how to break the ice:

Round 1: Examine Your Match's Personal Information

Round 2: Exchange 5 Closed-end Questions from our list

Round 3: Exchange 10 Must Haves and 10 Can't Stands

Round 4: Write and Exchange Open-end Questions

Open Communication 

After you complete the Guided Communication process, eharmony helps you to continue getting to know your match by:

* Providing a safe, anonymous place for you to send and receive email. 
* Helping you anonymously exchange photos. 
* Helping you prepare you for that important first meeting with our educational resources and expert forums. We offer helpful and detailed dating guidance and encourage you to consult eharmony often for insight into creating a happy, long-term relationship.
