SIMS 204, Part II, Fall 2002, Professor Samuelson

Writing Assignment 1:  

Gary Shapiro of the Consumer Electronics Association and Cary Sherman of the Recording Industry Association of America have written short perspective articles on whether downloading is illegal or immoral.  Shapiro’s can be found at http://news.com.com/2010-1071-959513.html; Sherman’s can be found at http://news.com.com/2010-1071-962279.html.  Please comment on these articles and provide your perspective as to who is more persuasive on this question and why.  (I know you aren’t law students and I’m not asking you to act like you are law students, but if you don’t already have an opinion on this subject, I’d be surprised, and you can surely form one as an educated person by the due date for this paper.)

1-2 pages in length (no more than 1000 words)

Due October 29

Writing Assignment 2:

Dean Varian sent the following email recently to final-projects@sims.berkeley.edu:  

“There are thousands of reading lists posted on the web.  It would be great to be able to harvest these, parse them into a database, look for ‘seminal’ works, combine and recombine them in various wasy.  My suggestion would be to pick a few areas of particular interest to SIMS (e.g. HCI, IR, databases) and then gather 30-40 reading lists in each area.  Load them into a database (some hand-tweaking required) and then construct tools to generate various combinations of the reading lists.”  

Your assignment is to comment on the legal implications of doing as Dean Varian suggests as a matter of copyright law and as a matter of EU-style database protection.  

2-3 pages in length (no more than 1500 words)

Due November 14

Writing Assignment 3:

Senator Hollings has introduced a bill (S. 2201) entitled the Online Personal Privacy Act (available at http://thomas.loc.gov).  Please imagine that you are writing a letter to your Congressman/woman to recommend that he/she either:  (a) support the bill, (b) oppose the bill, or (c) support it with certain changes that you recommend.  You can either write the letter for yourself or on behalf of some organization with which you are, or for the sake of this paper, you imagine yourself to be affiliated (e.g., a firm for which you work or want to work).  

No more than 10 single-spaced pages (no more than 5000 words)

Due December 6

