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What is “news”? 



Is this news? 

  Account of Assyrian 
King Sennacherib’s 
campaign against King 
Hezekiah of Judah in 
701? bce 

http://www-
news.uchicago.edu/releases/
05/050112.oi-objects.shtml 



2. The report or account of recent (esp. 
important or interesting) events or occurrences, 
brought or coming to one as new information; 
new occurrences as a subject of report or talk; 
tidings. 
 b. sing.  Now esp. such information as published 
or broadcast.  

What is “news”? 

sr:c: OED online 
http://dictionary.oed.com 



c. As predicate: a person, thing, or place 
regarded as worthy of discussion or of reporting 
by the media. 

What is “news”? 

sr:c: OED online 
http://dictionary.oed.com 



“Abyssinia was News. Everyone with any claims to 
African experience was cashing in.” 
-Evelyn Waugh, 1946 “When the Going was Good” 

What is “news”? 



News is old 

  Greek mythological news carrier? 
  “I have not seen them: I have not heard of them: no 

one has told me of them. I cannot give news of 
them, nor win the reward for news.” 
 Hymn to Hermes, Homeric Hymns, trans. Hugh G. Evelyn-

White, 1914. 



Spoken journalist? 

  Hermes was the messenger of the gods who brought the 
messages of the gods to human beings. As he is depicted in 
Homer, Hermes literally repeats the same words that the 
gods had told him to tell a human person. But often, 
especially in ordinary usage, the business of the hermeneús 
[interpreter] was more precisely that of translating 
something foreign or unintelligible into the language 
everybody speaks and understands. The business of 
translating therefore always has a certain ‘freedom’... Any 
interpreter who wants to be intelligible must bring what is 
meant into linguistic expression once again.”  
  “Classical and Philosophical Hermeneutics,” Theory Culture Society, 

Hans-Georg Gadamer. 2006:23(1) 



Framing controversies 

  News and newspapers: the medium? 
  Political and business interests: who is paying? 
  Reporting as profession: Objectivity? 



Where we are: 

  Last week: rise of the public 
  With the rise of the public, came an increase of 

publications 
 Who owns ideas?  Two systems:  

 Stationers Guild – Selling and Publishing 
 King’s patents – Regulated printing 

 Cataloging all of human knowledge 
 And, a desire to “fix” the English language 

 The dictionary doesn’t fix the language, but it does fix the 
dictionary form 

 Supports the rise of the public 



Today: “the public” and news 



Agenda 

  Pre-print news 
  Early newspapers 
  Implications of newspapers 
  England to America 
  19th c. California press 
  Death of Newspapers 
  Not today: Images (7/22), Advertising (7/24), 

telegraph and postal system (7/27)  



Catholic Church 
Political authorities of states and principalities. 
Commercial banking, trade and manufacturing. 
Merchants, peddlers, and traveling entertainers. 

“The Trade in News” by John B. Thompson in Communication in History.  
Crowley and Heyer, eds. 2007. 

Pre-print news networks 



Catholic Church 
Political authorities of states and principalities. 

 Roman Empire 
Commercial banking, trade and manufacturing. 
Merchants, peddlers, and traveling entertainers. 

“The Trade in News” by John B. Thompson in Communication in History.  
Crowley and Heyer, eds. 2007. 

Pre-print news networks 



Roman news-letters 

“Anthony… kept in touch with the political situation in 
Rome by means of such news-epistles.  In a way, he 
owned his own newspaper of a single edition, for 
the man who wrote these news-letters was not 
allowed to write to other officials. There were, 
however, in the city men who sent out two or more 
news-letters to patrons.” 
 History of American Journalism. James Melvin Lee. 1917 

University Press Cambridge. 



Acta Diurna (“The Daily Acts”) 

  ~59bce to 222ce (at least)  
  “Caesar’s very first enactment after becoming 

consul was, that the proceedings [acta] both of the 
Senate and of the people should day by day be 
compiled and published”  
 Suetonius I, xx.  Quoted from A History of News by 

Stephens 



Early manipulation of news? 

  Emperor Commodus would: “order the insertion in 
the city gazette [actis urbis] of everything he did 
that was base or foul or cruel, or typical of a 
gladiator or procurer,” 
 “Ancient Rome’s Daily Gazette.” Giffard. Journalism 

History 1975-6:2(4) quoted from A History of News by 
Stephens 



Catholic Church 
Political authorities of states and principalities. 
Commercial banking, trade and manufacturing. 

 Traders need for news 
Merchants, peddlers, and traveling entertainers. 

“The Trade in News” by John B. Thompson in Communication in History.  
Crowley and Heyer, eds. 2007. 

Pre-print news networks 



Magrhibi Traders 

  “One of the coalition member's duties was to supply 
his business associates with trade-related 
information. This information enabled the traders to 
respond appropriately to price signals. The importance 
of information is indicated in many letters in which the 
writer requests information or mentions that he is 
expecting to receive additional information before 
making a business decision.” 
  “Reputation and Coalitions in Medieval Trade: Evidence on 

the Maghribi Traders” by Avner Greif in The Journal of 
Economic History, 1989:49(4) 



The Antwerp Exchange 

  “We date the start of the commercial and financial 
press to these humble but significant beginnings at 
Antwerp around 1540” 
  John J. Mccusker, "The Demise of Distance: The Business Press 

and the Origins of the Information Revolution in the Early 
Modern Atlantic World," The American Historical Review April 
2005 



Why print? 

  “Why did the brokers of Antwerp break with the past 
and publish their trade secrets? … Probably the most 
telling reason merchants in a city such as Antwerp 
agreed to the organization of a business press was that 
doing so would generate more business for the city…. A 
second reason for the publication of business 
newspapers was that publishing them was a profitable 
business in itself.” 
  John J. Mccusker, "The Demise of Distance: The Business Press 

and the Origins of the Information Revolution in the Early 
Modern Atlantic World," The American Historical Review 
April 2005 



The market 

  "What were the characteristics of the first American 
newspapers, North or South?  They began 
essentially as appendages of the market.  Early 
gazettes contained - aside from news about the 
metropole - commercial news (when ships would 
arrive and depart, what prices were current for 
what commodities in what ports), as well as colonial 
political appointment, marriages of the wealthy, 
and so forth” 
  Imagined Communities, Anderson 



External parties print price information 

  “America’s fledgling newspapers in the early 
eighteenth century took a special interest in the 
trade upon which the colonies were so dependent… 
the Boston Gazette, proposed carrying a ‘Price 
Currant’ in 1719…local merchants ‘made their 
objections.’… those Boston merchants were fighting 
a losing battle.  Lists of prices would join maritime 
news as a staple of the newspaper in America.” 

   History of the News, Stephens. 1988 



Business correspondence: Port wine trade 

  “Working as commission agents, these gathered orders 
from the retail outlets, which they relayed on to 
Portugal.  Through these correspondents and their 
agents around the country, the exporters received a 
constant flow of communication about both the 
needs of particular clients and the state of the market 
as a whole, as well as insights into new taxes and 
other legislative actions that could affect the chain.  
(They also formed an occasionally formidable political 
lobby.)” 
  "Networks and Knowledge: The Beginning and End of the 

Port Commodity Chain, 1703-1860," Business History 
Review, 2005 79(3): 453-466 



Correspondence or newspapers 

  “As Trivellato notes, many of the functions attributed 
to newspapers (such as intelligence gathering and 
reporting of business and other news) were long the 
preserve of business correspondence. She also points 
out that merchant correspondence in Europe continued 
playing a crucial role in the lives of merchant 
communities long after the rise of print technology and 
newspapers. Moreover, she demonstrates that business 
correspondence was far more efficient in conveying 
information to a greater number of merchants than most 
newspapers of the period.” 
  “The Salt in a Merchant’s Letter”: The Culture of Julfan 

Correspondence in the Indian Ocean and the 
Mediterranean.” Sebouh Aslanian. Journal of World History 
2008:19(2) 





Early newspapers 
15th – 17th c. Europe 
From correspondence to news 
Newsbooks 
The first newspapers 



“key developments” 

  Postal system (next Monday!) 
  Printing 

 “The Trade in News” by John B. Thompson in 
Communication in History.  Crowley and Heyer, eds. 
2007. 



Early printed “news” 

 The Latin Letters of 
Columbus printed in 
1493. Reprinted by 
Bernard Quaritch, 
London 1893 



Columbus’ letter 

http://www.usm.maine.edu/~maps/columbus/
genealogy.html 



“ancestor of the modern newspaper” 

  "The first literature of information, the ancestor of 
the modern newspaper, was developing.... reports 
announcing occurrences of all kinds, such as the 
passage of a comet, or describing a festival or the 
ceremonial entry of a king into a city, or narrating 
the outcome of a battle, were printed by the 
thousands.” 
 The Coming of the Book, Febvre and Martin. 1997 



Newsbooks 

  “Such pamphlets were often called ‘relations,’ later 
‘newsbooks.’ Unlike a newspaper, each usually 
focused on a single event.  These newsbooks were 
small.. 4 to 28 pages… illustrated by large initial 
letters and woodcuts” 
 A History of News. Mitchell Stephens. 1988 



Newsbooks 

  “The crying Murther: 
Contayning the cruell 
and most horrible 
Butcher of Mr. 
Trat” (1624) 



Newsbooks 

  Often sensationalistic 
  Sometimes highly regulated 
  About “foreign” news or Fait divers 

“…acceding to pressure from authorities and to their own 
rooting and commercial interest, they tend to provide 
their audiences with a version of what their audiences 
wanted to hear”  

   A History of News. Mitchell Stephens. 1988 



Newsbook to newspaper 

  What makes a “newspaper”? 
  1. published “regularly and frequently” 
  2. “includes a variety of different stories” 
  3. “displays a consistent and cognizable title or 

format” 
 A History of News. Mitchell Stephens. 1988 



First “newspaper”? 



First “newspapers”? 

  “All the same, the writing of manuscript newsletters 
by "reporters" (reportiste) continued to flourish in 
the eighteenth century.... Manuscript copies were 
made of the official relazioni.... By the seventeenth 
century at the latest, these relazioni were on sale in 
certain European cities” 
 “Early Modern Venice as a Center of Information and 

Communication” by Peter Burke in Venice Reconsidered, 
John Jeffries Martin, Dennis Romano, eds. 2002. 



Why not print? 

  “"Presumably the authorities, concerned as usual 
with secrecy discouraged these activities.  What 
was printed was relatively anodyne.” 
 “Early Modern Venice as a Center of Information and 

Communication” by Peter Burke in Venice Reconsidered, 
John Jeffries Martin, Dennis Romano, eds. 2002. 



Even if the publishers wanted to… 

  “Controlling ‘lying and open slauderous mouthes; or 
even hand written letters seems beyond the power 
of early earthly authorities.  Printed reports, 
however, can be controlled… [the printing press’s] 
bulkiness made it difficult to conceal and, 
consequently, easy for authorities to regulate” 
 A History of News. Mitchell Stephens. 1988 



Censorship and media 

  “Letters are a good source of information: uncensored, 
they included remarks, comments and important details 
for understanding both the news that was circulating 
and the news that was being published in the gazette. If 
we read the gazettes for the 1740s along with letters 
written by the reporter, the scarcity of the printed 
gazette’s information makes a lot more sense.” 
  “Between History and Periodicity: Printed and Hand-Written 

News in 18th-Century Portugal” by André Belo in e-Journal 
of Portuguese History http://www.brown.edu/Departments/
Portuguese_Brazilian_Studies/ejph 



http://filipspagnoli.files.wordpress.com/
2008/10/stop-war.jpg 



Multiple media news networks 

  There is no purpose “to derive one mode of 
communication from another,....  It was the 
spread of the message that mattered – not its 
origin but its amplification, the way it reached 
the public and ultimately took hold”  
 Darnton 



Printing the newspaper 



  Source: Author: Keerius, Petrus, 
fl. 1620. (publisher.)  
Corantos, Amsterdam Series: 
Printed for Petrus Keerius; 2 
Dec. 1620 - 18 Sept. 1621. 
Date for this issue: 2nd 
December 1620  http://
gateway.proquest.com/
openurl?
ctx_ver=Z39.88-2003&res_i
d=xri:eebo&rft_id=xri:eebo:i
mage:177675 

Oldest surviving English 
newspaper published in the 
Netherlands (1620) 



  “The new tydings out of 
Italie are not yet come/ Out 
of Weenan the 6 of 
November/The French 
Ambassador hath caused 
the Earle of Dampier to be 
buried flately at 
Presburg….The Hungarians 
continue vvith roveing 
against these lands… Here 
is certain newes come, that 
the Crabats, as also Lord 
Budean are fallen unto 
Berlem Gore” 



News out of England 

  Source: Thomas Archer, 
(publisher.) Issue number: 
32  Date for this issue: 
9th-10th September 1624 
http://
gateway.proquest.com/
openurl?
ctx_ver=Z39.88-2003&re
s_id=xri:eebo&rft_id=xri:
eebo:image:177722 

“The continvation of the weekely 
newes”  



1702: first daily English paper 



The domestication of news 

  1640s English papers increasingly report on local 
controversy 

  1650s Cromwell reestablishes many of the 
restrictions  
 45 newspapers in London in 1645 
 2 English newspaper in 1655  

  By 1660 when Charles II was restored his papers 
 “The shackles had returned but the world, at least the 

English-speaking world, would retain a vision of the 
potential of the unfettered paper.” 



Domestication in America 

  1695 expiration of Licensing Act in England: “What I 
approve I defend; what I dislike I censure” 
  Defoe, 1712 
  Defoe’s “objectivity”? 

  American journalism inherited from England 
  Franklin learned printing in England in the 1720 

  Local political debate in colonial papers?  
  Shudson: Franklin’s Gazette from 1728 to 1765 only touched on 

local politics 34 times 
  Tebbel: in 1750, 14 dailies in the colonies “… [after 1750] the 

news was largely political, whether foreign or domestic” 
  1765 Stamp Act “taxation without representation” 

  interest of the publishers 





Abridged recap: England to the USA 

  1605: First regularly published weekly newspaper appears in Antwerp. 
  1620: News sheets called "corantos" are sold in Europe. 
  1622: First ad in an English newspaper, The Newes. 
  1639: Puritans ship a printing press to the American colonies. 
  1650: Leipzig publishes the first daily newspaper. 
  1690: After one issue Publick Occurrences, first colonial newspaper, is suppressed. 
  1702: Daily Courant – England’s first daily newspaper 
  1712: The Stamp Act requires newspapers in England to pay for pages and ads 
  1765: The British Stamp Act taxes newspapers, documents angers American 

colonists. 
  1783: Pennsylvania Evening Post, the first daily newspaper in America. 
  1791: Philadelphia to N.Y. coded light messages of financial news outraces horses. 
  1794: Nearly flat rate U.S. postal law mails most newspapers for a penny stamp. 
  1797: In England, a heavy tax is levied on newspapers to limit the radical press. 

http://www.mediahistory.umn.edu/timeline/ 



Newspapers and the American identity 

  "Between 1691 and 1820, no less than 2120 
'newspapers' were published of which 461 lasted more 
than ten years... Printers starting new presses always 
included a newspaper in their productions, to which they 
were usually the main, even the sole, contributor.... 
printer's office emerged as the key to North American 
communications and community intellectual life... 
commercial news.... one fertile trait was their 
provinciality... the very conception of the newspaper 
implies the refraction of even 'world events' into a 
specific imagined world of vernacular readers” 

  Imagined Communities, Benedict Anderson 



What is next? 

  ”…the rapid expansion of trade, a result of the 
new demand for fine editions, of a general increase 
in the number of titles published, and of the growth 
of the newspaper, prompted the search for new 
ways to improve the appearance of publications 
and above all for technical improvements to 
increase production.” 

  The Coming of the Book, Febvre and Martin. 1997 



A few technical improvements in 
printing 
  1796 Lithographic printing* 
  ~1810 steam press 
  1833 rotary press 
  1839 electricity is used to run a printing press 
  1891: Large press prints and folds 90,000 4-page 

papers an hour. 
  1903 offset press* 
  1907 screen printing 
US daily readership: 3.5 million in 1880-> 
33 million 1920 



Newspaper epochs I 

  “Habermas suggests the following epochs:  
  1) the simple news press of small printer work-shops where the 

content mainly came from translations of foreign newspapers;  
  2) the journals, newsbooks and newspapers from the 17th to the first 

half of the 19th century closely linked to a milieu of literary salons 
and coffee-houses where the roles of editors, writers and publishers 
often mixed;  

  3) the opinion press with hired editors expressing or fighting for 
general ideas, and with rather passive publishers;  

  4) the party press with strong links to political parties and;  
  5) the commercial press with rather active publishers hiring journalists 

to realize their business idea of a newspaper for the masses.” 
  “Constructing Epochs in the History of the Press,” Svennik Høyer, 

Nordicom Review. 1998:2  



Newspaper epochs II 

  “Schudsons suggested epochs of the American press are:  
  1) Newspaper monopolies during the colonial period, 

requiring a permit from the British government,  
  2) the “dark age of the party press” until the middle of the 

19th century,  
  3) commercialization starting with the ‘penny papers’ from 

the 1830s, but most typically during the 1860s and 1870s,  
  4) the professional era, most typically from the 1920s.  
  This is not a story of decay à la Habermas, but of growing 

independence and progress for and by the press grounded on a 
professional ideology inspired by mainstream contemporary currents 
in American thought.”  
  “Constructing Epochs in the History of the Press,” Svennik Høyer, 

Nordicom Review. 1998:2  



QUIZ 

  Some have argued that newspapers became 
increasingly commercialized in parallel with the 
professionalization of journalism.  Does objectivity 
(OR nonpartisanship) support the shift to 
commercialization?  Argue why you or why not using 
evidence from the readings to support your 
response. 



Balanced marketing strategy 

  “The American inspired ‘paradigm’ of balanced, 
objective (neutral), event-oriented news stories may 
have been inspired by a market strategy trying to 
build a readership which included different social 
strata of conflicting political views. Publishers who 
primarily tries to influence the opinion of their 
readers, by contrast, do not see the significance of 
ideas like journalistic balance, detachment and 
objectivity.” 
 “Constructing Epochs in the History of the Press,” 

Svennik Høyer, Nordicom Review. 1998:2  



Progressive and distancing from PR 

  “The newly articulated fairness doctrine was related to 
the sheer growth in news gathering…. Objectivity 
seemed a natural and progressive ideology for an 
aspiring occupational group at a moment when science 
was God, efficiency was cherished, and increasingly 
prominent elites judged partisanship a vestige of the 
tribal nineteenth century…. Journalists also sought to 
disaffiliate themselves from the public-relations 
specialists and propagandists who suddenly surrounded 
them” 
  Shudson 



Untainted facts 

  “Corporate advertisers – concerned about the 
impact controversy might have on sales- would also 
prove more comfortable associating themselves with 
newspapers that maintained what the journalism 
critic Ben Bagdikian terms this ‘appearance of 
neutrality.’… [journalists] had developed a ‘set of 
professional norms’ headed by the need for 
impartiality (untainted facts).” 
 A History of News. Stephens. 1988 



Nonpartisanship = profit 

  “’The distinguishing characteristic of the professional 
– as opposed to the writer, novelist, scholar and 
others who produce messages – is that the message 
he produces has no necessary relation to his own 
thoughts and perceptions’…Bennet can be seen as 
a ‘professional communicator’ because his editorial 
policy often seems motivated less by his ‘thoughts 
and perceptions’ than by his profit motive” 
 Mindich, Nonpartisanship 



or does it….? 

  “Garrison’s stance, similarly outside party debates 
until Lincoln and the nation came around to his 
views, showed that his position, an “antipartisan” 
one, could also be effective, not financially, but in 
terms of its ability to challenge American public 
opinion.” 
 Mindich, Nonpartisanship 



Party press 
Big business 
Cultural bias 

California and objectivity 



Early California 

“Explosive” growth when California becomes a state 
Still sparsely populated 
1850 census: 

  .59 people per square mile (compare to ~190 in 1990) 
  92,597 people (85,580 men) 
  85,777 rural 
  233,466 “native born” 
  962 “nonwhite”/962 “black” 

1860 census 
  2.44 people per square mile  
  379,994 people (273,337 men) 
  301,343 rural 
  233,466 “native-born” 
  56,817“nonwhite”/4,086 black 



California press 

  1834 – first printing press in California 
  1846 – first daily newspaper in California 

Californian (later Alta California later Daily Alta 
California) 



1857 information infrastructure 

According to the State Register of California for 1857 
91 different newspapers and periodicals published in the 

State of California  (Aggregate circulation is about 18 
million sheet annually) 

  25 are daily 
  7 in non-English 
  23 democrat; 9 “American”; 8 Republican; 33 

independent 
  9 are religious 
23 libraries which are non-private 
2 telegraph lines – California State Line; Alta Telegraph Line 

– both “organized” in 1852 



Explosion! 

  1851 – 17 journals (includes daily and weekly papers) 
  1858 – 89 journals 

 A History of California Newspapers 1846-1858. Edward C. 
Kemble written in 1858, published in 1962  

  “Already by 1860, according to Irvine Leigh’s History of 
the New California (1905), some 43 newspapers had 
ceased publication – a rate of about four per year.” 

  History of California Newspapers, California State Library 
Foundation. 1985 



Party loyalties 

  “…to have an 
entire Whig 
country ticket 
composed of me 
who were Whigs 
and nothing but 
Whigs.  The 
proposition that 
some Whig Know-
Nothings should be 
nominated….”  
  Daily alta 

California August 
24, 1855 



Attacking other party’s papers 

  “the moaning of the Whig are useless…” 



The political press 

  “In the Vigilance movement of this year the Alta, 
true to its original instincts, took the side of the 
people against bad laws and corrupt officials… 
Maintaining its original independence of party, it 
was essentially Democratic in its adherence to State 
and popular rights…” 
 A History of California Newspapers 1846-1858. 

Edward C. Kemble written in 1858, published in 1962  



The political press 

  “In the Vigilance movement of this year the Alta, true to 
its original instincts, took the side of the people against 
bad laws and corrupt officials… Maintaining its 
original independence of party, it was essentially 
Democratic in its adherence to State and popular 
rights…” 

  “….it held this position through the Spring and Summer 
of 1852.  In August of that year Mr. Gilbert [Alta 
editor] fell in a duel with J. W. Denver” 

  ….Denver was the ex officio state librarian 



California politics 

  “He [James King, of William, editor of the Daily Evening 
Bulletin starting in 1855] wrote with a vigorous pen… in 
six moths, the daily edition had grown to before 
unexampled circulation (for California) of seven 
thousand copies.  It became a power in the State; King 
was the idol of a large portion of his readers.  About 
10th of May, ‘56, he saw fit to make a newspaper 
attack on J. P. Casey, and ex-convict from the State 
Prison of New York, and a professional ballot-box 
stuffer.” 
 A History of California Newspapers 1846-1858. Edward C. 

Kemble written in 1858, published in 1962  



Violent California politics 

  Alta California, May 15, 1856 
  Casey: “Are you armed?” Mr. King 

made no reply…. “Draw and defend 
yourself” at the same time taking 
deliberate aim and covering his victim 
with a well-directed shot, the result of 
which is known” 



….more scandal…. 

  “For years after the Civil War, the Golden Gate 
scene was dominated by a single paper, the 
Chronicle.  It had been started in 1865 by two 
young brothers, Charles and Michael H. De Young… 
Charles De Young was shot and killed in 1880 as a 
result of the Chronicle’s battle against the 
Workingmen’s Party.  Earlier De Young had shot and 
wounded the Party’s Mayoral candidate, whose son 
was the editor’s assassin.” 
 The Compact History of the American Newspaper. John 

Tebbel. 1969 



Party politics 

  New York Times 
April 24, 1880,  



Alta dies… the passing of an age? 

  New York 
Times 

  July 5, 
1891, Wed
nesday 





Hearst 

  1887 takes over father’s San Francisco Examiner 
  Emulating Bennet and Pulitzer 

 No real political convictions - “he did it for love of the 
game” 

 “gee, whiz” journalism 
 Sensationalistic writing and photography 

  Innovative and very lucrative 



“nonpartisanship” and Exclusion acts 

  “the question of whether the two papers [Chronicle and San 
Francisco Examiner] let the campaigns against Chinese and 
Japanese immigration or merely reflected the attitude of 
the community, can be answered decisively in favor of the 
former…. The publisher was an autocrat… the amount of 
coverage both papers gave to Exclusion, the headlines used, 
the pejorative terms… the supporting editorials especially 
when the issues face crises in Washington, the continual 
agitation in times where there was no apparent reason for 
this kind of coverage illustrate the newspapers’ leadership in 
the 42-year effort.” 
  “the Course of Exclusion 1882-1924: San Francisco Newspaper 

Coverage of the Chinese and Japanese in the United States” 
Jules Becker. 1991. 



Death? …or what is next? 







The long view: recap 

  importance of government and infrastructure  
  printing news can mean giving up your secrets   

  hybrid networks of newspapers and private correspondence 
  original emphasis on the foreign-ness of news in the 

newsbooks and early newspaper 
  domestic news was/is? highly regulated/censored 
  Newspapers help form an “imagined community” 
  instability, war can empower newspapers 
  commercial interests, politics, local culture and ideology 

shape what is reported and how 



Why have newspapers failed? 





The undoing of newspapers 

  No one want to pay?  
 Giving news away for free news online 
 Craigslist and Google steal revenue 

  Blogs do the work of newspapers? 
  Unions stifled innovation? 
  Undermining their own authority? 

 E.g. “The Wire” 



What don’t we lose? 

What do we lose with newspapers? 



What do we lose? 

 Newspaper companies? Paper? 
 Move online? Saves trees? 
 Smaller enterprise, smaller circulation 

 Objectivity? Watch dog? 
 Other ways this can be institutionalized? 
 How effective were the newspapers? 

 Foreign correspondents?  Foreign news?  
 Big budgets are needed to send people overseas 
 Role of “translator” in a more transnational world? 

 “the public”? “the imagined community”? 
 Television! The internet? 
  Information infrastructure 



What don’t we lose? 

  News 
  Commercial interest 
  Politics 
  Cultural bias 



Everything old is new again? 



“Blogger” as “professional” journalist? 

  What is the difference between a professional 
journalist and an “untrained” blogger? 
 The medium in which they report? 
 Editorial control? 
 Professional training? 

 Objectivity 
 Quality of prose 

 Expertise? 
 Pay? 
  Institutional affiliation? 



The end? 


