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your introduction
please take the survey

https://bspace.berkeley.edu/samigo/servlet/Login?
id=2228441295367756511
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wait list
wait!

it's not under our control, 
but under the control of 
the various departments 

(cognitive science,history, 
information, media studies)

usually, all who want one 
eventually finds a place

if you do not want to continue with the course,
please drop it so someone can have your place
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syllabus
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reader
reader

Copy Central
2560 Bancroft
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where are we going?
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Week 1
18 Jan: why "history of information"

20 Jan: talking about information

Week 2
25 Jan: determinism

27 Jan: writing systems

Week 3
1 Feb: cultural effects of writing

3 Feb: manuscript culture

Week 4
8 Feb: print & print culture

10 Feb: emergence of the public sphere

Week 5
15 Feb: scientific information

17 Feb: information work

Week 6
22 Feb: reference books &organization of knowledge

24 Feb: rise of literacy

Week 7

1 Mar: maps & visual information

3 Mar: narrowcast: telegraph to telephone

Week8
8 March: literacy and 19th century public sphere

10 March: advertising

Week 9
15 March: information as property

17 March: MIDTERM

Week 11
29 March: technologies of the image

31 March: politics and propaganda

Week 12
4 April: broadcast

7 April: advent of the computer

Week 13
12 April: information and disasters

14 April: storage and search

Week 14
19 April: books, newspapers, and future of publication

21 April: social implications of the internet (1)

Week 7
26 April: social implications of the internet (2)

24 April: wrap
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requirements
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exams
9 March

if you wish to write a midterm essay, we will provide 
a list of topics on March 2 and you must let us know 

in writing which one you will submit by March 8

17 March
midterm exam

9 May
final
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other dates
Bancroft Library Tour

dates & times:
1/31 10:30 -12:00

 2:00 -  3:30
 3:30 -  5:00

2/1 12:30 -  2:00

signup:
in the survey
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coming up
Jan 20:

talking (and singing) about information

Jan 25:

technological determinism

Jan 27:

the first technologies of information:
writing systems

Feb 1:

cultural effects of writing
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